— 


- E be > oh PL. 7% 


I" "IF 


-- 3h 


Saines Guide: 
"OR, 
Chriſt the Rule. 


MANIFESTED 
By way of Poſitions, ConſedFa- 
ries and Queries. 


Wherein is cenfained 
The Efficacy of acquired Knowledge. 
The Miſlion and Maintenance of Mini- 
ſters. 
And the Power of Magiſtrates in Spiri- 
tual things. 


_ By JOHN WEBSTER. {| 


—_——_— 


The Third Ediffon. 


LONDON, 


Printed and Sold by T. Sowle, in White- 
Hart-Court in Gracjaus-ſtreet, and at 


— 


the Bible in Leaden-Hall-Freet, 1699. 


4. 


E— 


Tae. 777% Il* 


Ly 
HR DT. TTY __ . = 


es 


To all that love ' the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in Truth 
and Sincerity- 


Dear Soals, 

Leſſed be the God of Mer. 
cies, that it is not the 
Power of Argument, the 

Force of Diſpute or Eloquence , 
nor the Efficacy of humane Rea- 
ſon, that can more clearly make 
out the things that are freely given 
to us of God, than they are by 
, that Spirit that ſearches all 
things, yes even the deep things that 


are of God, in the Experience of 


his Saints, as they all witnefs, ha- 
ving the ſame Spirit opening unto 
them that record ' which God 
gave of his Son. Neither are 
theſe poor agd weak things 

| A 2 (though 


F 
9”, oy I. OT "— 


_ OT. 


(iv) 5 
| ®. 4-1. (tho we ſhould zot deſpiſe the Day 
| of ſmall things ) made publick up- 


on any ſuch Account, but only as ' 


it pleaſed the Lord to draw forth 
my Spirit, ' to give Teſtimony 
with thoſe 'Truths he had fealked 
in my Breaſt, againſt all the Pre- 
judice, Cenſures, and Unrighte- 
ous Judgments of Men, 

For that Immortal Spirit which 
raiſed Jeſus up from the dead, and 
quickeneth the Bodies , of his 
Saints, by 1ts own Light, Life, 
Power, Wiſdom and Strength , 
worketh all, in alt in his People, 
ſtands not in any xeed ofthe weak 
Inſtrument of Sinful Man's Car- 
nal and Deyilliſh Wiſdom : For 
it is this Spirit that quickneth, the 

Kleſb project nothing. Neither 
» Cor. 10.4. Are 'the Weapons of a 'Believer's 
Warfare Carnal, but Mighty 
through God, to the pulling down of 
, ſtrong Holds, and laying low of eve- 
ry Imagination that ſtands up againſt 
Chriſt, "B&: ' Ts 
And 


Rom, 8.1r. 
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And alſo I have uſually in Ex- 

ence obſerved, . that in labour- 
mg to make out the Truth by the 
Force of our Wit, and Argu- 
ments, - one Carnal Weapon is bat 
ſet againſt another, and fo doth lit- 
tle elſe but ingender S:rife, and 
ftir up Paſſion : So that Truth ra- 
ther regcives damage than profit 
by.it. And therefore the Scri- 
pture witneſſeth, that Saints 


ſhould avoid fooliſh:Queſtions,endleſs vi... ., 


Genealogies, and Contentions, with | I*=.! 4 


perverſe Diſputings, whereof cometh 
Envy, Sjrife, Railings, and evil 
Sarmiſings. 

And asthe Lord in Mercy hath 
cleared my Spirit from theſe 
Miſts; ſo he hath led me forth ts 
give my Teſtynony with the reſt 
of his Saints, in behalf of his 
Cauſe and Truth, againſt all Pey- 
verſeneſs, and- Unrighteouſneſs of 
Men. . For after the Lord about 
eighteen Years ago, had, in his, 
wonderful Mercy, brought me 

A 3 to 
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PAI. 49. 2+ 


Gal.1.15,16. 
2 Cor. 11, 
14,15» 


(vi) + 
to the ſad Experience of mine 
own dead, ſinful, loſt, and damn- 
able Condition in Nature , and 
fully ſhewed me the Nothingneſs 
and Helpleſneſs of Creaturely 
Power, either without or within 
me, and graciouſly led me forth 
to witneſs with the Prophet Da- 
vid, I hat he had drawn me forth of 
the hoxrible Pit, and ſet my Feet up. 
on 4 Rock, and eſtabliſhed my Go- 
ings ; And then, and ever ſince, 
carried me forth ſometimes in 
much Power, ſometimes in Weak- 
neſs Caccording to the working 
of his own Will ) to declare unto 
the Sons of Men what he had 
aone for my Soul. 


This no ſooner appeared in me | 


and others, whom it pleaſed rhe 
Lord to reveal his Son in, but the 
Power of Babel in the Miniſters of 
Satan, ag 6. themſelves in- 
to Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, then 
in the Epiſcopal and Prelatical 
Form, poured forth all their 1 

1ce 


| {till the ſame Appel 


(vi) 
lice and Spite againſt the Truth, 
and againſt all thoſe in whom it 
appeared : Then throwing Dirt 
upon us, and hotly raging in Per- 
ſecution againſt us, in and under 
the Terms of Puritans, Separa» 
tiſts, Grindletonians, and Antino- 
mians, &c, And allo continued 
the ſame Bitterneſs in 'Malice, in 
the Tail of the Dragon ( though 
then diſguiſed under the Name 
of Presbyterians, and a new Form 
of pretended Godlineſs ) by the 
former odious Titles, and Additi- 
on of new, as Libertines, Blaſphe- 
mers, Settaries, and Hereticks : 
And ſince hath not ceaſed under 
the new Devices of Independency, 
and ' CI » keepin 
ations, an 

{uperadding of others, as Drppers, 
Quakers, and indeed what not? 
calling and accounting all others 
as Hereticks that were not of 
their Tribe and Trade, Form and 


A 4 Judg- 


__< 1.10, 


1 Pet.\1.5._ 


Gal, 3.28, 


( vil ) 


Judgment:, And fo the hireling 


Merchants of Demetrius his 
Craft do ftill continue it. 
Yet, notwithſtanding all 
their bloody Malice, and infa- 
tiable Envy, the Lord hath 
delivered me, and thoſe that were 
his, through his great Mercy, 
from the Paws of all theſe de- 
vouring Lions, and will ftill 
faithfully keep and preſerve 
all his by his mighty Power, 
through Faith unto Salvati- 
0n 


And now the Lord hath 


ſtrengthened my Spirit, and | 


Hand to bear out my Witneſs 


againſt all theſe, and to ma- | 
nifeſt the ſame to you my dear | 
Brethren, Partakers of the ſame | 


Heavenly Calling , and anointed 
with that Spirit that teacheth all 
things, and leadeth imo © all 
Truth ; where, there s neither 
Jew por Greek, Bond nor Free, 


Male nor Female, but are ll One | 
in | 


(ix) 
in Chriſt Jeſus : To the Unity of 
whoſe Spirit he commends you, 
who remains, 


April 28, Tours in the Lord, 
1663. though the loweſt 
and leaſt of all 


Jaints. 


7o. Webſter. 


To 


To all thoſe that ſet 

up Forms, and ex- 
| ternal Worſhip, in- 
| ſtead of the ſpiritu- 
al, anil thole that call 
| themſelves the Mi- 
niſters of the Na- 
tion, 


Country-men, 


T i far from my Purpoſe to 
aſperſe your Perſons, or 10 
condemn any of the leaſt Appearances 
ofthe Lord Jeſus in you : Much 
leſs to oppoſe any thing that may 

| tend 


(x1) 


fend to the building up of the ſpin +,,, 
ritual and new Jeruſalem. Ne«G 


wertheleſs the Lord hath put 4 
few things in my Mouth, to ſpeak 
unto you, and ſome things in my 
Spirit to enquire of you, which I 
befeech you to reeerve in Meekpeſs, 


as becometh thaſe who have ſtiled 


themſelves by the dear and prect- 
ous Name of Chriſtians, | 

Hath the Spirit of Chriſt ever 
revealed in you, or the Record of 
his Truth taught you, that any 


Form of Godlineſs ( how exatt fo-\ 


ever } or any external Worſhip, 
or Diſcipline ( though never [0 


near the Model, that you may ima- 


gine is laid down in the Letter of 
the Scriptures ) doth make a Saint, 
where the Life and Power is alto» 
gether obſent ? Or doth there ap- 
pear, in any of your gathered Con- 
gregations , or ſelet# Forms, the 


evident ana pure Power of ſpiri- | 
tual Self-aemal, and divine Love? | 


Nay, is it not «s the Apoſile 
fore- 


'Brc 
ete1 
Or 

onl, 
Cos 
the 
'Or 

not 


f or 


'Thi 


JÞt foretells, having a Form of 2Tim. 3.5 
Ne*Godlineſs, but having denyed 


8-2 
pea 
my 
ch I 
veſs, 
led 


YECE- 


of 
ut, 
tos 
ap- 
MM 
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Brother, and therefore hath not :;, i5- 
ver eternal Life abiding in him ? 
of Or is there none a Brother , but 
47) \only he that is of your gathered 
'J0- \Congregatzon ? Is this to worſhip 
Ip, the Father in Spirit and Truth ? 
Jo \Or rather , to worſhip ye know 7225, 24. 
24- 'not what, either at Jeruſalem , 


| 
: 
' 


give you Spirits to diſcern in what 


| 
| 
| 


your Forms , declare or evidence 


( xiii ) 


the Power thereof ? Doth Pride, 
Covetouſneſs, Cenſauring, Envy= 
ing , Condemning , way, Marther- 
ins of others that follow not 


the Power of Godlineſs ? Is not 


he a Murtherer that hateth his 
t John 2, 


Joh. 4- 21, 


— 4  —— — ———  J. 4 _— 


or upon ſome other Mountain ? 
The Lord open your Eyes, and 


Principle .ye ſtand: Wis ever the 
Spirit of Chriſt in his Saints in 
any Age, a Spirit of Perſecution ? "= 
Or were the Saints Accuſers of * 
their Brethren, by caſting upon A 
them any odious Titles ? Or aid 


they 


( xiv ) | 
they complain of others to any ſe. 
| | cular Power , or laboured to puniſipnh 
|| j _ or impriſon any that followed nordNo 
| them and their Way ? Nay, dothyOt 
f Mark 5. 3, ot Chriſt teach them not tay 
1111 39% forbid ſuch ? And « it not thaviti 
| þ Riule, that Saints ſhould notf-0\ 
th Jam. 4.11, ſpeak evil one of another ? Fo he 
| 1 y in ſo doing they judg the Lawfit | 
| Cor. 4.22. and fulfill it not ? And did nodha 
| | God lead out their Spirits , \thafll 
being reviled, they did bleſs 
| being perſecuted , they® did fu 
fer, and being defamed , the 
7 Jode o Qid intreat ? Nay, #s it fitting t 
'F bring a railing Accuſation again 
the Devil? No, but to refer i 

[\ to the Lord, that he may rebuk 
| | him. Now, whether it be ſo wit 
j you or not, let your Conſcience 
I j and Carriage ſpeak, en 
| / Did ever the Spirit of Chri 
teach you , that any Attions, Du 
' ties, Performances, or any hol 
Exerciſes of fburs , were well-plea 
ſing anto God, that were not th 
Fraits 


(xv) 
1 fe.Fruits and Effetts of bis Spirit 
eniſ{pnhabiting and working in you ? 
| nordNo, although you [ould give 1 Cor. 13.2, 
dotfyour Bodies to be burned, and 
- tqyour Goods to feed the poor, 
* thavithout the "Principle of Divine 
nofLove ( which is Chriſt ) working 
Foithe ſame in you, it would pro- 
awhjat you nothing. Where is your 
nofharity ? Where is your Love? Deth 
thagll that you aft in the Way of 
leſs Þis Worſhip , flow from this Spt- 
ſuffie ? Try your ſelves, Examine * ©*-3-5- 
heyour ſelves, know you not that 
hrift Jeſus is 1n you, except you 
In Reprobates ? Muſt not every 
»y i lant which the Heavenly Fa- 
ukher hath not planted , be root- 
witj&d out ? And if your Religion 
Way of Worſhip were of God, 
t would ſtand without any Aﬀe- 
ance of Man, er Worlaly Pow- 


Mat. 15.12, 


. 18.26. . 


leaKingdom being not of this , 
the 


att 


Powe 


Mat. 


25,2 


Maf 
37) 


(wi) | 
Power or Principles of this World, piſh 
bat by the Almighty Word of his on'\, 
Spiritual Power. or 
But doth the Houſe of your, +1 
Holineſs and founded upon. this Goz 
Rock of Apes, -or upon the Sana 


>JY 


 & Foundation of Man's Power , ja, 


6 


$5 


and Self-righteouſneſs, and there= you! 


7: 24» fore when the Rain deſcendeth,|[,ox 
"" the Winds blow, and the Floods|N/x 


beat; it falleth, and the Fall of it ye 
15 great ? his 

And you that call your ſelvesbut 
the Miniſters of the Nation, did dait 
ever the Spirit of Chriſt teachÞry 
you to derive Jour Calling andizo c 
Miſſion from Man, or the Power his 
of Men ? Is it not the Lord of ſent 
the Harveſt only, and none but he,that 
by his own Will and Spirit, thatbyre 
ſendeth forth Labourers into his Pon 
Vineyard? Had you your Miſſionrow 
from him , or from Rome ?, From cure 
his Spirit , or from the vam anatati 
fruitleſs Impoſution of. the Hanasto 
of Biſhops or Presbyters, who 4=tho 

piſp!y 


= | ( xt a 
rid, iſbly imitated: the Apoſtles" Atta 
his bs , without thei Spirit ," Gifts 

or 'Pomer ? Ts not "the tallin oof 
ar a "Miniſter ( as was PauPs'3-from 


this God- immediately ,"\\and neither-of ©1112 


4r-|Man , nor "By "Man 2 Conſide 
er yanto what Places \yvu - have" thruſt 
ere=- your ſelves, even-\whither - the 
th,/Lord hath not -put nov placel-you* 
0dS|\Nty , have - you not run when he 
f it never ſent you ? Thoſe that ave 


his - Diſciples , chute not him , 9 + 16: 


[vesbut he chuſeth them, and or- 
did daineth them © to bring forth 
rachFruit. But do you not pretend 
andto chuſe him, to make a Trade of 
wer bis Service, when you go and are 
| of ſent to Academies to be fitted for 
t heyzthat End, and to Biſhops, Preſ- 
hat byrers, gathered Churches, or © the 
his Power - of the Magiſtrate, to bor- 
fionrow Authority, and thereby to pros 
rem cure 'a fat Parſonage or Augmen- 
anatation? And then you ſet up Shop 
masro ſell and wvend your Wares, \ 25 
0 4-tho now you bad ſerved a ſufficient 
ply 8 . - ip 


. ſees: For indeed Men do not ga- 1 


— - 


( van ) 
entiſhip\,_ aud were Maſtefs of 
_ Croft _ Trade ; fr pA pol 
(God: hath neither choſen , fitted, > ; 
war ſent:you forth inthe Power and _ 

' aemon/tration of his Spirit. And Th 
Kher appearg by' the Fruits of. your |,;, 
Rretended Minifiry , being empty,| »1 
dell, dead, liveleſs, and only like. 


tegebigg of the Scribes and Phari- ash 


ha\ 
ea 


- 
' 


ther Grapes of Thorns, nor Figs| -: 
of:;PhiRtles : 4nd ſo, by che Fruuns\qg. 
of their Dottrine, tbe true Minj- 
Perrare known from #he falſe, and 
fo are you. is 
Dare you preſume to aver, that of 
0K are Chriſt's Ambaſſadors," and ,, 
know not the Meſſage that you _ 
ſbowdd delivir., but have it to > 
frame, and hanmer out by your g,: 
Study, Cogitations, Devices, and ,— 
the. working of your carnal Wit , vo . 
and corrupted Reaſon ? Or tour 
ſerape and gather up out of this and on C 
that Author , Father, Schoolmen, 
Modern Writers, this and that Ex- 11; , 
| poſitor, 


are 
cert 


( xix 
Prof of tor , Commentator, and ths 
Jef "like ? Ts this to be mide able Mini- 2 Cor.3.4. 
#eh, \ſters of the New Teſtament, not ts -4q 

of the Letter, but of the Spirit ? = 16 
Ana Thoſe that C brit fends forth, have 5. | 
YOA7 that Union that teacheth, them Vl. tr 
its all things, that they need not tg ©? 
ww ; |ask or inquire of vain Idols that 
* 'haive Eyes and fee not, Ears and 
| at t hear not, Mouths and ſpeak not, 
9 neither have any Spirit of U nder- 
*\ſtanding in-them art all,” but chey 
are all taught of Goa, aa have re« 
ceived in fome Meafare of that Spi- 
rit which leads into all 7 ruth 
and need mt take Thought w hat 
they ſhall anſwer ; for it ſhall be 
Ju given them in thar Hour; for ir 
” is n6t they that {peak, but tlie 
1 Ppirit of the Father in them ; 
-* and out of their Bellics do flow 
it , Fountains 'of Living Waters : 
"White in the mean time your brok- 
#2 en Ciſterns of Mit, Learning 19, 4nd 
"Rig earnal Wiſdom, can coma #6 
-"y Vater, Can you be his Solaters, 
B 2 whe 


«a © 


3 


and 


that 
and 


'or, 


4 ) 
when. you have xo Weapons but what Ar 
erecarnal., . and not thoſe | ſpirita+ dic! 

x Cor. 104+ af ones of. Chriſt, that are migh- Oh 
ty .in-him, to.the pulling downeſc 
of ſtrong Holds.,. and the. lay-|Or 
ing.low. of every Imagination fro 
that ſtands up againſt him, and za 
His Power ? The Lord in, Mer-gr 
& opeis your Eyes, to ſee your ownpre 

wptineſs ,. and, want of Furni« of 
ture , to fight, conquer, and ſtanuble 
in this ſpiritual and great War-up 

2 Cor. 35- faye : Otherwiſe none are ſuffici- or 
ent of themſelves, to think any fr: 
thing as of themfelvess but eve- pu 
ry Miniſter's , Sufficieacy.. is of w/ 
God. Be 

Did ever :Chriſt teach. you, to ou 
preach for Hire, or.\to make .Con- eff, 
tracts how much you muſt. have th 
for exerciſing That Mini WY, the 'Ef 

6,975 Neceflity of which is laid, upon fre 
you..( if j0z 62. called of. Goa'jth 
even to Preach 1n Seaſon and out ze 
of Seaſon, . and wo-;be_ un; th 

to . them that do it not.4.4 

Ana 


( nat. YÞ 
what And yet it | is: your Cry, No pub- 
ritasdick Mainteyance, no Minifpry : 
ugh- 0b Hypocrites, how - can+. ye 
owneſcape the Damnation of Hell ! 
lay-\Or hath he taught you to remove 
tionfrom Place to Place , where you 
and zyay have. more Money , or '« 
Mer- greater Benefit? This ts only to 
* ownpreach for Hige,. not for the Love 
writs of the Truth, aor out of your Senſi- 
ſtanableneſs of the Neceſſity incumbent 
Wer. upon you. ' With what Faces can, 
flici- or dare yourexadt Tythes or Pay 
any from poor Laboarers , by the com- 
eve- pulſory Power of 4 worldly Law , 
is of who ( perhaps) never received any 
Benefit from your Miniſtry? Or cry 
1,10 out for a publick Maintenance to be 
Con» eftabliſhed. by. the Magiſtrate ? Is 
have there any other Maintenance for 4 
, (be Goſpel-miniftry ; but what thoſe 
upan freely give, that feel, and confeſs 
zoa'J the Benefit of the ſame; thinking 
d out it 4 ſmall, Matter to give carnal 
_ un: things for ſpiritual ? Did ever the 
not .1 Apoſtles compe! ( or declare it law- 
Ana fat 


'{ owt ) 
fal ſo to do) any to lay down the 
Priee of their ſold Poſſeſſions at 


their Feet, but only received that, 


which, azcording to the Motion of 


every ones Spirit, was voluntarily 
brought in unto them? Or aid they 
ever Force any ( or declare it lawful 
fo to ao) to give them any carnal 
things, but ſuch as Declared that 
they had received ſpiritual things, 
and 'only ſo much as their Spirits 
were drawa out Freely to give? 
But you, like Demetrius, and the 
reft of the Silver-ſmiths of that 
Trade, have. long ſhouted, and conti+ 
zue ſo ſtill, that great is your Dia- 
a of Epheſus ; and that if this 
Truth I now hold forth, ſhould pre- 
vail, your Shrine-making would 
be ſpoiled, your Trade overthrown, 
and your ſelves utterly undone, who 
have nothing elſe to live by, and 
therefore by your Noiſe muſt needs 
provoke the Maltitude, and ( if poſ:- 


ſible”) araw them on ' your Side, 


thong h 


( xxiit ) 
though you. be never able 20 ' give 
an Account of this your Unlaws 
ful Noiſe and Tamultuous : Clas 
mour. And I know you having 
ſo. long time traded in this Mer- 
chandiſe, and found thertiz what ; 
your Souls lufted after:, ' cannot Tint 
but weep and mourn to fee it 
all deſtroyed, and taken away : 
And yet the Day is haſtening 
and the Time is at hand. 


The Lord therefore in 
the Tenderneſs of his Mer- 
cy, give you to ſee, that 
you are in Babylon, and 


call you out from thence, 
that you be not Partakers of Reva8. 
her Sins, and receive not of 
her Plagues; and that you 
may be brought into the 
Church of Chrift, which 
is his Body, to the eter- 

nal 


nal-Comfort of. your Souls, 


and'the Praife of his glori- 


ous Name, 


April 28, 
1653. 


So prayeth the 
neareſt of Men. 


J.W. 
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be ac 
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(2) 


Divers Poſitions and 


£ | Queriespropounded un- 
7. | toall thoſe, who being 
of difterent Judgments 
concerning the ſame, are 
willing, in Love and 
| Meekneſs, to give or 
| take Satisfaction. 


mt —__— — —— — 


1. Of Humane Learning, 
Y Humane Learning I under- P4ſit.ont 
ſtand all that Science or 


) n 
B Knowledge that is or may 


be acquired by Natural Power, Ca- 
paCity and Induſtry : To the attrain- 
» [ing of which, «the immediate Con- 
= | courſ: of God's Spirit 1s necellary, 
and the Common Grace of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, requilite for the making 
Men capable in divers Meaftircs to 

\S 16 


Poſition2., 


(2) 
attain the ſaid Acquirements ; and 


this Concourſe or common Grace, I 
take with Man's Natural Power and 


Capacity, inclafrvely, and not dif- |. 


JunRively. And thus is Science by 
the Schook-men divided into that 
which is acquired, and that which is 
infuſed ; and this humane acquired 
Science I underſtand in the manner 
of Acquiſition, ſtands divided and 
diſtinguiſhed from that evidential 
and experimental Knowledge, which 
Men partake of, by the ſending in, 
inflowing, and indwelling of the 
Spirit of Chriſt. And in this Senſe 
the moſt knowing Men underſtand, 
and accept it. 

That all this Humane Learning, 
or acquired Knowledge in its Ex- 
cellency and PerfeCtion, cannot, per 
ſe, & ex proprid naturd4 underſtand, 


nor apprehend the Myſtery of the | 


Goſpel ; nor any way of its own 
Nature can be advantagious unto it ; 
but is different from it, even burrful 
and deſtruftive unto the ſaid End, 
as may appear by theſe Arguments 
following. 


The 


CT) 


The Poſſe of it is clearly denied ; Aroum1. 


The Natural Man receiveth not the * <*: #14: 


things of the Spirit of God, for they are 


 Fooliſhneſs unto him : Neither can be 


know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned. A Natural Man cannot 
know them by any natural Power or 
Acquiſition. Bur the Man of the 
moſt and greateſt acquired Know- 
ledgein the World is no more than 


a Natural Man : For that which born , 6 


of the Fleſh xs but Fleſh, not Spirit. 
Therefore can he not underſtand the 
things of the Spirit of God ; they 
are otherwiſe diſcovered, that is, 
ſpiritually, not carnally. 


The Ef of it, or Matter of Fat is 4/$%-2- 
as clearly denied ; Which none of the 1 Cor.2.8. 


Princes of this World knew ; for had 
they known it, they would not have cru- 
cified the Lord of Life. And again ; 


) for after that in the Wildom of God, * <vr-1-2t » 


the World by Wiſdom knew not God ; it 
pleaſed God, by the Fooliſhneſs of preach- 
ing, to ſave thoſe that believe. So that 
neither the Princes of Learning, ei- 
ther of the Fews or Gentiles, did 
ever in their- Wiſdom or Learnipg 
know the Mind of God in the Go- 
ſpel ; nor we, or thoſe -that come 
C 2 af- 


——— 


- 
FTH. 
LLLNT 


Mat, 11.2« 
25, 


I Cor. I . 


13, 20, 


At & 14 


(4) 


after us, do, or ſhall in all our WiC. 
dom ever know or underſtand it. 

3 Thar Humane or Worldly Wiſ- 
dom cannot know the Myſtery of 
the Goſpel, is clear, becauſe ir is 
diflonant from, and contrary to the 
Pleaſure and Decree of the Almigh- 
ty, that ir ſhould effe&@ any ſuch 

' End : At that Time Feſws anſwered, 


and ſaid, I thank thee O Father, Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou haſt 
hidden theſe things from the wiſe and 
prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 
Babes ; even (0, Father, for ſo it ſeemed 
good in ay ebr For it 1s written, I 
2:31 deftroy the Wiſdom of the wiſe, and 
ill bring to ncthing the Underſtand; ing 
of Febs 1 »udent. Now that which Is 
dinant from, and contrary to the 
purpoſe of God, cannot effect that 
2h, < he hath Jaomined is ſhall zot. 
This would neceflarily fer up ( as 


Hm OS OS nn > een. oe... nn en 


—_ 


” #t doth too much already ) a Confti- | 


dence in the Fleſh, and a glorying | 
in Man's frail Wifdom, and dark 
Cornition 5 which 1s contrary tO 
that End which Gecd hath decreed 


— 


wy ingþc f end of Man. For he hath 


J 


_ / 
' 7 ſe: 07; 6 neoSio C0 nfound W1/ e, and 
2 a things to confound fron , and | 
things 


OE CCI 


m —— 


(5) 


things that ave not, to confound things 
That are; that mo Fleſh ſhould glory in 
hy Preſence. Therefore the Know- 
ledge of the Divine Myſterics of the 
Goſpel, comes not by Man's Acqui- 
fition, leſt it ſhould be ſaid, The 14! 
of has Learning had told him this. 

And as it. doth not, nor Can un- 
derſtand the Myſteries of the Goſpel 
but they ſeem Fooliſhneſs unto it ; 
ſo all the Wiſdom of the Fleſh is at 
Enmity with, and deſtructive unto 
the Way of knowing the Truth, 
nay, even to the Truth it ſelf; Be- 


cauſe the carnal Mind, o& the Wiſdom of 


the Fleſh £5 Enmity agai inſt God, and u« 
not ſuvjett to the Law of God, neither 
indeed can be. So that every Mind 


| naturally, though ncver fo learned 
| ( for no Humane Learning ſanCtify- 


eth the Mind ) is bur a carnal Mind, 


; and ſoisEnwity againſt God, and is 
{ not, nor Can be ſubject to his Law ; . 
| but is in Truth and Verity, earthl;, 


| 
| 


ſenſual and deviliſh, 


A. _ _ 
411 FH. —- 


Rom, 7. S, 


am.J}. 15 


And if it beobjeCted, that thoi 12h Ozjeci.i, 


Humane Looening be an Enemy to 
the Law of God, white it is in a na- 
tural and unſanRifyed Heart : Yet 
when the Heart is once ſanGifyed, 


-C3 and 


Solution. 


Rom. 8.28. 


(6) 
and truly turned ro God, then it | 1y 


becomes a ſanified Inſtrument , | th 
and a good Handmaid to Theolo- | C: 


y. 
To this I anſwer, that though the | #1 
Heart be truly ſan&ifyed, in which | G' 
Humane Learning doth inhere, as 
in its Subje@ ; yer doth ir not fol-| th 
low that Learning it ſelf is ; no! th 
more than Sin can be ſaid to be ſan-| th: 
ified, though the Heart of a ſinful] co. 
Man may be truly ſaid to be ſanCti-| riC 
fyed: For acquired Learning by it| 
ſelf, and of its own Nature is no-| CO! 
ching elſe but Sin, and therefore re-| hil 
mains ſo ſtill, and cannot truly and| «4 
properly be faid to be ſanCtified no for 
more than Sin. Burt if by being ſan-| Sps 
Ctifyed, they mean that the provi-| 2; 
dential Wiſdom of God doth order| 44 
it, or make uſe of it for the Good of| the 
his People, I oppoſe it nor, ſo that it| Le! 
be underſtood; that that Good flows| SO 
not from the Nature of acquired} Kn 
Knowledge it ſelf ; but from the| is 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the Spirit! it. 
of God, wha, maketh all things work| anc 
together for the Benefit of thoſe that love 
im, ho are the called according to hi | 


Purpoſe: Ando nomore can pages: 
's 


| 
1 it | 
nt', 
Olo- 


che 
1ich 
2s 
fol- 
- NO 
{an- 
nful 
1ci-| 
y 1t 
no- 
> re-| 
and! 
| no! 


(6) 

ly in this reſpe& be predicated of it, 
than of Sin it ſelf, which in thar 
Caſe ( though not as anEntity ; for 
on entia, ad modum entium concipiun- 
twr ) is (aid alſo to work for the 
Good of m_ _ ELLE + 

Again, if it be objetted, that gy;.4 
though Learning be no effectual to me 
the underſtanding of the Myſtery of 
the Goſpel, yet it is prevalent to the 
compleating of the literal and hiſto- 
rical Knowledge thereof. 

To this I anſwer, Though it may Solution, 
conduce to the gaining of literal and 
hiſtorical Knowledge, yet this is nor 
ad idem, becauſe it profuteth nothing ; 
for Truth itſelf bears Record, 1: « the, ;. c,, 


ſan-| Spirit that quickeneth, the Fleſh profiteth 

ovi-| nothing ; and Men are made able 

der| Miniſters of the New Teſtament, not of *<* 36+ 
1 of| the Letter, but of the Spirit ; for the 

it it| Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life. 

»ws| So that all literal and hiſtorical 

red)! Knowledge gained by Man's Power, 

the| is bur like the Principle from whence 

iric| it flowed, fleſhly, carthly, deadly, 

-ork | and deftruftive. 


[cove 

hs | 
)eT- 
ly | 


C 4 Con- q 


(5:) 
_ Conſettaries. 


Then all thofe that the World 
cries up for learned, from this Prin- 
ciple of Humane Learning, are bur 
wirh Ged called and accounted un- 
diſcipled; untaught, © as Peter wit- 
neſkth clearly, where ſpeaking of 
the * Epiſtles of Paul, he faith, in 
them ſome things were hord to be under- 
ſtood, which they that are untaught and 
unſtable, wreſt, as they do alſo thecther 
Scriptures," anto their own 'Deſtrufion. 
Whereby it is manifeſt, that by the 
Word 44454 ( which though uſually 
rendred in the Engliſh» Tranſlation 
heedleſly, the unlearned, yet properly | 
ſ12nifies, the undiſcipled 'Or untaught, | 
and therefore commonly 'in the La- 
tine ©1s turned indi, which points | 
forth the ſame ſignificantly; for the | 
Word that fignityeth-unlearned, or 
unlerter*d 1s dyez ule nai Idea, 
 which'is, © Homines 'Iliterati, & idio- 
te.-)}- He intends thoſe -that were 
undifcipled, and had nor the teach- 
ing of the Spirit, and yet in the 
Strength of natural Reaſon and car- | 
nat” Witdom,. wreſt the Word. to 
their 


_— 


(9) 


their own Deſtruction. 


So that all 
that Knowledge: which flows from 


the natural Man's Acpuihrion , 
which the World calls Wiſdom, is 
Fooliſhweſs with God, and though the 
Wiſdom of God, which ſtands only 
in the teaching of his Spirit, be aC- 
counted Fooliſhneſs with Men, yet 
this Fooliſhneſs of God xs wiſer than the 
Wiſdom of Men. 

Then all thoſe Expoſitions and In- 
terpretations-of Scripture that have 


| been, are, or ſhall be made by the 


Force and Power of Humane Learn- 
ing, and Man's innate Notions of 
Wit and Reaſon, are no more than 
earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh, de- 


' ſtroying all thoſe that rely upon 
| them, or truſt in them. And all 


1 Cor. 1.1 


Ci ul. 


. . » a 
reaching, or expounding from this 
5 


Principle, is damnable both to 


| Speaker and Hearer: If rhe blind 


lead the blind, they fall both into the 
Ditch. Then are not the moſt thar 
pretend to preach, ſeeing they do it 
bur from this Principle, thoſe that 
take away the Key of Knowiedge, and 
enter not themſelves, neither ſuffer thoſe 
that would come in to enter ? And 
therefore a moſt heavy Woe belongs 
un 


” 
as * 


Mat. 15.!4, 


Mat, 23.1 J« 


Con|. 3. 


Mat. 15.17, 


Query r. 


(10) 
unto them, and will fall upon them. 

Therefore when Men teach and 
affirm, that without humane Learn- 
ing, none can be able Miniſters of 
the New Teſtament, and condemn 
thoſe that ſpeak only out of the 
ceaching of the Spirit, and have little 
or no humane Learning at all, and 
make uſe of little or none, . but lay it 
altde, do they not plainly ſhut up the 
—_— of Heaven from Men, and 


neither enter themſelves, nor ſuffer 
others thar would ? 

Then, if the Quinteſſence of all 
humane Learning were as a Magiſte- 
rial Extra, monopoliz'd in one 


m 


th 


Man, yer were it no fit Qualification | ti 


for a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; for | 
Fleſh and Blood revealeth not thoſe di- | 


vine things unto Men, but the Father | 


which s in Heaven. 


Queries. 


Whether of rwo Men, the one | 


having a great Meaſure of acquired 
Learning, but not the infuſed and 
experimental ; the other the infuſed 


and experimental, but no humane | 
Learning, are fitter to be choſen ro ! 


the Minittry ? Whe- 


th 
CO 
be 
de 


Ve 


(11) 


Whether any be fit or able to judg Query 2. 


of the Spirit in another, that have it 
not themſelves, or to give Appro- 
bation, or Witneſs to others, of 
that which they have nor experien- 
ced in themſelves, and conſequently 
whether a Nation or Common- 
wealth can juſtly ſer up Perſons to 
Judg of the Spirit of God in others, 
and to give them Licences to exer- 
ciſe thoſe Gifts of the Spirit, and 
have not experienced the Work of 
| this Spirit in themſelves or not ? 


Whether or nor all that much- Query 3. 


magnifed natural Reaſon ( which we 
think dignifieth us above, and di- 
ſtinguiſherh us from Brutes ) and all 
that human Learning ( which we 
conceive exalts and reCtifeth Reaſon ) 
| be the Fruit and Effet of the forbid- 
den Tree, and is a ſpurious and ad- 
ventitions Faculty, which Man 
| wanted in. his Innocency, and was 
inſtilled into him by Satan in the 
| Fall? 


Whether all that Knowledge that Query 4. 


2 natural Man hath by Nature, and 
from the firſt Adem, & all that which 
| by the ſame Power he can attain, be 
' Not the ſame helliſh and ——_— 
Wiſ- 


( 12.) 


Wiſdom, by which the Devil ruleth | bic 
his Kingdom or not.? And: whether | | 

all the horrible and ſtrange Tenets the 
ſprung up in all Ages, with 'thej 
Jars and' Diſputes about the things | tri 
of God, ariſe not from the Smoak | har 
of the bottomleſs Pit of Satan's Ma- | you 
lice, ſtirred up in the Region of | po, 
Man's carnal Wiſdom, and humane | he 


Learning ? ſtr) 
| WI 

Of the calling and enabling of Miniſters. | 2vh 
Wo 


That Chriſt, by his Spirit, mani- | we 
Prſiciont+ feſterh the Myſtery of the Goſpel un- | bin 
ro ſuch as in his own Purpole and | cox 
Decree he hath ſeparated "for the | Ne 
Miniſtry, and ſends them forth in | th; 
che Power and Evidence of the ſame | wa 
Spirir ; and all that Men have done | M; 
in appointing and ſetting up of a | hex 
Miniltry, is of Man and not of God : | Sp; 
Only thoſe that have had Experience | tru 
of the ſame Truth, have ſometimes | rhi 
uſed to give their Evidence, or wit- | tha 
neſs to the Truth in others, which | Ne 
was nor their Calling, but a Teſti- | of : 
mony trom others, that ſuch were | /uf 
already called. And no human | bur 
Power hath any legal Right to =: ehoy 
1 


4 re 


Cy 3 
bid 'or hinder that ſuch may not 
ſpeak what God hath revealed in 
them, and unto them. 


It is plain, that God chooſeth In- 4,,,. , 
ſtruments, and they not him : Te Joh, 14116, 


have not choſen me, but I have choſer; 
ou, and ordained you, that you ſrould 
go, and bring forth Fruit. And it is 
he that ſets them apart for the Mint- 
ſtry, and not Man, as the Apoſtle 
witneſketh ; but hen it pleaſed God, 
who ſeparated me from my Mother's 
Womb, and called me by his Grace to re- 
wveal his Son in me, that I might preach 
him among the Heathen, immediately 1 
conferred not with Fleſh and Blood ; 
Neither ent I up to Jeruſalem, to them 
that were Apoſtles before me. No, he 


Was an Apoſtle, not of Man, nor by Gal.t.11,me, 


Man, but by Feſns Chriſt, neither was 
he taught it but by the Re velation of his 
Spirit ; and fo are all = that are 
truly called of God ; for there is n0- 
thing bur Chriſt by his Spirit only 
that maketh Men «le Miniſters of the ? 
New Teſtament, not of the Leiter, but 


| of the Spiri t; for Men as Men, are nc 


ſufficient eo think any thing Ui " them/elt ti, 


but their Sufficiency I, of God.. For 
though there be Diverſities of Gifts, yet it 


is 


Gal. # Is, 


7 16, 17, 


(14) 
is the ſame Spirit that gives them; and 
though there be Differences of Admini- 
ſtrations, yet it is but the ſame Lord 
that doth adminiſter in them all ; 
and though there be Diverſity of Ope- 
rations, yet it is the ſame God that work- 
etheall in all, and one Spirit that giv- 

: eth out all theſe as it pleaſeth. 

Arg.2. And as he calleth them, enableth 

them and ſeteth them apart, ſo he on- 

ly ſendeth them forth, and the Au- 
thority they have is only from him, 
not from Man: For in the ſame Man- 
ner that he was ſent ( which was in 
the Power of the Father, and not in 
nor from the Power of Man) ſo ſent 
he them : And therefore ſaith, Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the Harveſt, that be 
would ſend forth Labourers into his Vine- 
yard, It was not tO pray Princes nor 

Magiſtrates, Biſhops, nor Presbyrers, 

Itenerants, nor Congregated Church- 

es, to ſend forth Labourers, but the 

Lord of the Harveſt only. Unleſs 

we would fallly imagine, that the 


Mat. 9.38. 


” Lord of the Harveſt ( that hath or- 
mat. 13- 39, dained theheat to be gathered into his 
37: own Barn, and 1s that dear, loving, 


and provident Father, that raketh 
Care for all his; nay, though @ Mo- 
ther 


forget his ) ſhould take no care of the 


(15) 


ther may forget ber Child, yet will henet 


ſowing, planting, watering, nor in- 


-\ creaſe of his ſpiritual and immortal 


Seed, nor of the reaping of thar 
Harveſt which was nor purchaſed 
with corruptible things, as Silver and 
Gold, but with the precious Blood of his 
dear Son : Bur leave it to ignorant, 
careleſs, or malicious Husbandmen. 
It is he that is che Begetter and Sow- 
er of this Spiritual Seed, the Plant- 
er, Waterer, and Increaſer of it. 
For neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither be that watereth any thing, but 
God that giveth the Increaſe. 

And as they are ſent forth by 
Him, and his Spirit only, ſo their 
Authority and Weapons are Spiritual, 
not Carnal or Humane, they ſpeak 
in the power, evidence and demon- 


\ ſtration of the Spirit, and with au- 


thority, not like Scribes and Phariſees ; 
for the weapons of their Warfare 
are not Carnal, but mighty in God: 
Their Power ariſeth not from Com- 
miſſions and Licences given or 
granted from Magiſtrates, Parlia- 
ments,0r numbers of Perſons, proud- 
ly, and Lycifer-like, ftiled Divines, 
from 


2 Pet. 5.7. 
a. 49. 15» 


1Pet.1.18 19, 


rt Cor. 3.7. 


Argu. 3. 


I Theſl. 1.3, 


Mat, 7. 29» 


Argu. 4. 


C6) 
from Committees or Colleges, Pref- 
byteries or Academies, nor from 


any ſach, bur from the Lord of 


Hoſts, the God of Heaven - and 
Earth, from Jefus Chriſt the Judge 


' of Quick and Dead, and from that 


Spirit of his that ſearcheth all things, 
yea, even the deep things of God. The 
ſtrength and might of their Wea« 
pons is not Academick and Scho- 
laſtical Learning (the rotten rubbiſh 
of Ethnical and Babyloniſh Ruins ) 
nor Fathers, Modern Writers, Expo- 
firors, Commentators ( the airy Bub- 
bles that Ignorance, Corrupt Cu- 
ſtom, and Humane Tradition hath 
blown up, and guilded over with 
the unſuitable and Heterogeneous 
Title -of Orthodoxal Authors) nor 
their Wit, Reaſon, nor | ColleRed 
Notes ( the rotten Crutches to fſup- 
port Lameneſs) no nor any of bets 
or whatſoever can ariſe from the 
Fleſh, but only that Spirit of Truth, 
that leads into all Truth. 

And as their Calling and Power 
is only from God, ſo Man hath no 
Power to obltruct or hinder it ; for 
Peter and Fohbn {aid unto the Coun- 
ccl of the Jews, Whether it be right in 

; the 


(17) 
the fight of God, to hearken *unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye-; for we 
cannot but ſpeak the things that we have 
ſeen and heard. 

If ir be .objeed, that though ir Ob}. 1. 
be true, that God called many of 
the Apoſtles by his own Power and 
Spitir» only; yet that Calling' was 
immediate and extraordinary ; and 
afterwards thofe thar were ſo called, 
did conſtitute and ordain others in 
an: ordinary 'Way, by impoſition 'or 
extenſion of Hands, as divers places 
of Scripture do' afirm : For this cauſe = 
left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhoyld"ſb T'tus 1. 5. 
ſet in order: the. things that are wanting, 
and ordain Elders in every City, as 1 
had appointed thee. And neglett not 
the gift that & in thee, hich was 'given 
thee by Prophefie, with the laying on of 
the Hands of the Presbytery. And when 
they had laid their hands on them, and 0 
faſted, and prayed; they ſent them away. 
And when they had ordained them El- as 1g. 23; 
ders 'in every Chureh, and had prayed 
with 'faſting,, they ebmmended them to 
the Lord," on "whom they belicyed. 


ARs 419,20 


1 Tim.4.14- 


For thoſe diſtinRions of Mediate Solution. 
and Immediate, Ordinary and Extraor- Arou. t&. 
tinary, T tind no mention of them, 
D nor 


Heb. Is I,2, 


(15) 
nor ground for them» in the Goſpel, 
and they are but the cunning and 
ſubrile Devices of the Schools, and 
therefore need no further anſwer, 
than rejeion and denial, until they 
be made good from a better ground 
than that fruitleſs and vain Wiſdom 
of Man. And though in the calling 
of many of his Miniſters in divers 
Ages, there were divers Circum- 
ſtances uſed at the calling of fome, 
that were varied or: omitted at the 
calling of others ( which they have 
therefore made an Effential Dif- 
ference ; not knowing that-Circum- 
ſtantials do not abſolutely. change the 
nature of Eſſentials) yet was it the 
{ame God that called: and ſent them, 
and . the. ſame Spirit: that inabled 
them, and ſpoke in them, as ſaith 
the. Record of- Truth; Goh who at 
ſundry times, and in'; divers manners, 
ſpake in times paſt unto the Fatbers by 
the Prophets, bath in theſe laſt days 
ſpoken. unto us by bus. Son. SO many 
of the Apoſtles were called by the 
external and audible Voice of Chriſt 
in the Fleſh; yer that verbal Call 
had fignified little, if the Spirit had 
not called them inwardly in their 
Hearts ; 


—_— 


(19) 


Hearts ; for - herein. conſfiſteth their 
Calling, that 7s tbews it was given to 
eenderſtand the Myſtery of the Kingdom, 
but to others it was' not given: And 
yet were many others as truly called 
as they, that never ſaw nor . heard 
Chriſt ſpeak in the Fleſh. And Paul 
being called, had a great Light ſhined, = a 
and a Voice ſpake unto him, which ; 
thoſe that journeyed with him, could 

hear, though they ſaw no Man ; and 

and' yet were Timothy, Titus, Barna- 

bas, and others as rruly called as he, 

in and by the Power of the ſame 

Spirit, though not in the ſame man- 

ner, relating to Circumſtances: And 

yer did, and do all the Miniſters of 

Chriſt in all Ages ſpeak from the 

ſame Principle, and are ſent forth in 

the ſame Power and Spirit ; ſo that 
Circumſtance makes not ſubitantial 
Difference, and fo that part of the 
Objeftion of no force: For the 

Truth faith, - Knowing this firſt, that a 
no Propheſie of the Scripture w of any wo, 21. 
private Interpretation. For the Prophcſte 

came not in old time by the- Will of 

Man ; but Holy Men of God ſpake as 

they were moved by the Hely Ghoſt : 

And ſo do all his Miniſters till, 

| D 2 untyl 


Mat, 13.11» 


—_ 
ay 


C9 
until the end 'of the' World. 
Arou. 2, For the Impoſition of Hands, it is 
Luke 5. 13. manifeſt, that it was uſed in divers 
dark 1-41- caſes; as firſt” by our Saviour, in 
As 5.12. Curing of Diſeaſes, and" after, by 
Mat-19- 33: the Apoſtles in the like cafes : And 
4, 15, i - n 
As 13. 3+. likewiſe upon little Children brought 
A%s 19-6. unto him. 
And laſtly, by the Apoſtles and 
Presbyreries, in laying on of their 
Hands, with _ and Prayer”: 
Bur it is as manifeſt, that by their 
laying on of Hands, ' Faſting' and 
Praying, Gifts of Grace, Yagto peared 
were given, and thoſe upon whom 
they laid their Hands, and Prayed 
with, * did thereupon' ſpeak with 
Tongties, and Prophefie, and- 19 
thereby - received 'the Holy' Ghoſt, 
and this was that Gift that 7:m9:hy 
1 Tim. 4.14. WaS exhorted not to negtett ; and this 
Ads 8.19. was it that Simon Marrs would have 
bought. with Mony. Now to imi- 
rare aan Ordinance, -or praCtiſe ah 
Adniiniftation, withour the ſame 
Power, Spirit and Gitrs. 1s * but Hyz 
pocritical and. Vain : + Therefore unz 
leſs that they that pretend #0 grdain 
by Impoſition' of Hans, -had- the 
tlinc Power, or thereby could com 
(14 1. 144 > 6 rer 


(21) 
fer the ſame"/Gifts, they ought not 
to praftiſe the ſame Adminiltration, 
becauſe without the preſence of the 
ſame Power, and operatior' of” the 
ſame Gifts, wherein the Eflence of 
ic 'ſro0d, it cannot be ſaid ro be an 
Ordinance of God, but a Tradition 
of . Men. 

Again, the falling of the Holy 
Ghoſt, : and the manifeſting of its 
viſible Power, or Power viſibly, by 
Prophecying,' and ſpeaking with 
Tongues ;\ was, not ( as hath been 
commonly- miſtaken ) a peculiar Or- 
dinance- for ferting Men apart for 
the Miniſtry ; but was commonly 
uſed ro Converts, as Converts, and 
belonged to Believers as they were 
ſuch. Which is undeniably mani- 
feſt: For when Philip came to Samaria, 
and had preached the Goſpel, many there 
believed, and were baptized, both Mey 
aud Women : And Peter and John 
were ſent down unto them, who prayed 


for them, that they might receive the Ha- 


ly Ghoſt ( for as yet he was fallen upon 
wane' of them ; Only they were baptized 
in the Namt sf the Lord Feſus.) Then 
laid they their Hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Ghoſt ; And thele 
. D 3 wer 
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AQt. 19. 2, 3, 


$1617» 


$Tim.1.6,7, 


(22) 


were both Men and Women, and 
not all Miniſters, unleſs every Belie- 


ver be one. 


And again, when Paul came to 
_— he found there certain Diſci+ 
ples that had been. baptized with the 


Baptiſm of Febn, but had mot beard 


whether there were any Holy Ghoſt or not, 
and theſe he baptized again in the 


Name of the Lord TFeſus, 
he had laid his Hands upon 


And when 
them, the 


Hely Ghoſ# came on. them, and they 
ſpake with Tongues, and propheſied. 


And all theſe were about tzuebue. 


Bur 


it is not apparent that this was done 
for ordaining them for the Miniſtry, 
bur as they were Believers, udlefs 
where the Scripture is filent, we 
muſt give it a Tongue to ſpeak our 
what we fanfie and ſuppoſe. And 


therefore Timothews ſtirri 


up the 


Gift that he had received by Pau#'s 
Hands, and the Hands of the Elderſbip, 
was bur that Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
which he received as a Convert, not 
as a Miniſter, unlefs (as I ſaid ) all 
Believers be Miniſters, as in ſome 


Degree they are in Truth and Veri- 
For God hath nor given his the 


ty. 


Spirit of Fear,- but of Power, of Love, 


and 


(23) 
and of @ found Mind. And indeed 
there are rwo things concerning this 
very obſervable. x. That the Holy 
Ghoſt often fell upon thoſe that were 
converted, white the Word was in 
ſpeaking ; ſometimes before they 
were baptized with Water, and 
ſometimes before praying with them, 
or laying on of Hands; and yet-thefe 
they uſually baptized with Water af- 


terwards as is manifeſt : That at Pen Att 2. 4. 


tecoſt they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and ſpoke with other Tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them Utterance. And 


while Peter yet ſpake theſe Words, the A. ro.44- 


Holy Gho#t fell on all them which heard 
the Word. 2. Thoſe upon whom the 


Holy was thus faln, we find that they aa. 8, 2, 
did baprize them, but not lay their 4 5: 


Hands on them; but thoſe that had 
been baptized, and not received this 
Gift, upon ſuch they pur their Hands, 
that they might receive it. By 
which it is clearly manifeſt, that Im- 
poſition of Hands was afed ro many. 
chat were baptized, who had not re- 
ceived the Gift, and ſo was common 
to Believers, as Believers, as Peter 
witneſſeth, ſaying, As I began to ſpeak, 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us at 
Dag —— the 


BR. SS ES 


Att. 11.15, 
Is, 17. 


(24) 
the 'Begmning. ' Then remembred I ' the 
Word, of the Lord, - bqw that he ſaids 
John axdeed baptized with Water : But 

Je (ball be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt. 
Paenns then as God gave them the 
like Gift as he did unto, us, who believ- 
ed on the Lord Feſus;Chrift., What was 
I that I could withſtand God ? So that 
here it is clear, that: this Gift (. and fo 
the Typeor Ordinance of Impoſition 


. » of Hands, /) did; belong to as many as 


. on.them,' they [ent them away, V. 


believed on the'Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſo. was not peculiar to the Mini- 
ſiry, offly. 

And as to thar Scripture, As 13; 


+ where it is ſaid, and when they bad 


faſted, and prayed, and laid their Hands 
2. and 


: ſo urge that this Impoſition of 2ands 


Was then uſed for the;ſetting of Bar- 


* nabas,and Saul apart, for the Mini- 


ſiry,, and ſo was their Calling or Or- 
dipation thereunto. /-x. It is mani- 
feſt: that theſe Men; were called be- 
fore, , and did exerciſe the Miniſtry 
betore,; {and. therefore in, the ſame 
Place they. are called Prophets, and 
and Teachers, Typ Ta x) Std agtanul ; 

which . they | could- not truly have 
been faid ro be, unleſs they had been 


"0.27 3 
before called, and ordained of God. 


have them ſeparated, they were then 
miniſtring unto.che Lord, and faſt- 
ing ; {o_that they were called to, 
and exerciſed in the Work before 
this © their ſeparating ;. for Paul 
preached preſently atrer his Conver- 
lion, at Damaſcus, and allo at Feruſa- 
lem ; and” it was three Years. after his 
Converſion before he came thither ; 
{o thatthis laying on of Hands was 
not (as is commonly alledged ) his 
calling or ſetting apart to-the Mini- 
ſtry. -3. This ſeparating or ſending 
forth of Saul, and Barnabas, was for 
the accompliſhing of that Work 
whereunto -he had already called 
them ; and foto _imploy them in ſe- 
veral Places or Countries : And when 
they were ro take this Journey, the 
reſt of the Brethren did faſt and pray 
with them; and laid their Hands on 
them, thatthe Lord might ſtrengthen 
them, and proſper them iti the Work. 
Whictr thing ought to be done, and 
is uſually *praQtiſed by Saints when 
God ſends forth any Miniſter to 
other Places'or Regions to Preach his 
Word.-- 

Ard 


AQt. 9.20, 


2. 'When the Holy Ghoſr defired to 2g, 


Gal. 1. 18, 


ann, 535 
ah | « J2 


f 
Soon oo oo So 


Argu. 5. 


2 Cor. 35,6. 


Mat. 9. 39, 


(26) 
And alſo as to that Scripture al- 
ledged in A8. 14. V. 23. Where the 
Words are X«ps)oricas]ss 5 dures ages ue 
Tipvs : Quumque ipſis per creaſſent Pres- 
byteros : And when they ordained them 
Elders, Where ſome ſay is under- 
ſrood, Ordination, and ſetting apart 
tothe Miniſtry : Others, the chooſing 
of Miniſters for particular Places, by 
Conſent of the People in extending 
the Hand. 1. The Apoſtles no where 
mention any_ Power or Skill that 
they had to call, or make Men able 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament, but 
do witneſs, that it is God that 
makes them, and others ſa, and he 
only ſenas them into bis Vineyard, and 
not Men : And therefore , the Apo- 
ſtles Prattice cannot be underſtood 
ro contradidt rheir Evidence in 
teaching ; and therefore rhis cannor 
be underſtood of Ordaining and 
Calling of Men to the Miniſtry ; bur 
of appointing Men to particular Pla- 
ces, for Order and Canveniency 
Sake, that were already. called, and 
ordained of God. 2. Paul often- 
rimes gives out his Witneſs, and 
Commendation of particular Men, 
teſtifying thar God had gitted, an 
ee 


(27) 
led, and made them faithful for 
that Work of the Miniſtry, and fo 
ſends them to divers Places to abide 
as Miniſters : So he doth of Timothy, 
Titus, and many others: Now if Ti- 
motheus come, ſee that he may be with 
you without Fear : For he worketh the 
Work of the Lord, as I alſo do. Whether 
any do enquire of Titus, be is my Part- 
ner, and fellow Helper concerning you : 
Or our Brethren, they are the Meſſengers 
of the Churches, and the Glory of Chriſs. 
And fo he gives his Witneſs of Ty- 
chicus, that he is a beloved Brother, and 
4 faithful Miniſter in the Lord : and he 
reſtifies that he ſent Timotheus zo the 
Theſlalonians as @ Miniſter of God , 
and 8 fellow Labourer in the Goſpel, to 
eſtabliſh them, and comfort them concern- 
ing their Faith. So that what was 
done of the Apoſtles, Presbyreries, 
} or Churches, was bur only a giving 


ſuch as God had called, that by their 
Teſtimony others might more wil- 
lingly receive them and their Do- 
Grine. 3. When Timothy was left at 
Epheſus, and Titus in Crete to fet 
things in Order, and ordain Elders 
in particular Places, this was but ro 


Rom.15.21. 


&Cor.16.10. 


2Cor. 8.23. 


Ephel. 6.21. 
Gol. & 7+ 


: Thel.4.2. 


forth of their Witneſs in behalf of 


AR. 20. 28. 


x Pet. 5.2,3+ 


Arg. 6. 


(25) 
appoint ſuch as God had already cal- 
fed and gifred to remain at ſuch par- 
ticular Places, and to give their Te- 
ſtimony and Witneſs thar they were 
fo called ; which either they did by 
extending of the Hand, whendivets 
{o called and gffted were preſent or 
nominated ; or elfe that divers be- 
ing propoſed, the Believers of - that 
Church did by extending the Hand, 
manifeſt which. of them they defired 
ro be over them in the Lord : And 
then thele they confirmed in thoſe 
Places, and prayed that God might 
proſper them in that Work, To feed 
the Flock of Chriſt, which he hath pur- 
chaſed with his own Blood : And theſe 
are the- Paſtors That | ſhould feed the 
Flock, net for filthy Lucre, but of a rea 
dy Mind : And not as being Lords over 
toe Heritaves, Nor bur thar they are 
called before this, and this bur a 
Wirneſs from orhers that they are fo 
Ealled: | 

If it were in the Power of 'Magi- 
ſtrates, Academies, Presbyteries, or 
Churches 'to fend forth” Miniſters, 
then this would be a continual, and 
ſtanding Power © to propagate, this 
Tribe, by/a-way of carnal Generati- 
; O21 
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21+] on, as that of the Levites, who were 
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born Prieſts, or tothe Right of ihe 
Prieſthood : And fo no Age or Ge- 
neration need be without, as. hath 
been, and is praQtiſed inthe King- 
dom of Babylon to this Day, who all 
claim it by' Succeſſion, and a carnal 
Way of Propagation ; Bithops from 
the Pope, Presbyters' from them, 
and the Independents and- baptized 
Churches from the Presbyters: $0 
that here would be a perpetual Mi- 
niſtry; ſer up by Man, whether ever 
God ſent any or not.. When the 


from” Ages and Generations, and is only 
manifeſt to' the Saints according to the 


put im. 'his' own Power. Ard: {o all 


Locuſt s bave' ſwarmed out of the bottom 
leſs Pit, and covered the Face of the 
Earth to devour the Fruits thereof ( and 
would continue fo ſtill ) though the 
Father of Light neverſent them, but 
the Prince-ot Darkneſs. 


Con- 


Myſtery of his Truth hath been hidden Col. 1. 26; 


Timits and' Seaſons that the Father bath A& . g. 


along the Time of the Apoltalic rheſe Rev: 9:39. 


(39) 
Conſe&aries. 


Then for a State or Common- 
wealth to ſer up, and appoint a Na- 
cional Miniſtry, from any Judg- 
ment of Men, Miniſters, or Charch- 
&s: Is to take unto themſelves the 
Power, Wiſdom, and Right of the 
Almighty, and to ſer themſelves in 
his Throne, and fo co be like the 
oo. 1% 1» Scribes and Phariſees, Thieves and Rob- 

; bers, ſtealing, and arrribunng that 

Honour. unto- themſelves, which is 
due tothe Lord of rhe Harveſt, who 
only /endeth forth Labourers into his 
Vineyard.This is but to {et up A Carnal 
Image of a Miniſtry, a PiCture with- 
vut Life, a Husk and Shell without 
> Kernel,a Form without Life, and Pow- 
a. 2-19 er, nay, NO lefs than a Babyloniſh, Hel- 


Con/-1. 


liſh, and Satanical Miniſtry, Fo# every) 


Plant that be planteth not, muſt be rooted 
out ; and he that gatherethnot with bim 
ſeattereth abroad. Be wiſe now there 
fore, O ye Kings, be inſtrutted ye Fudge 
of the Earth. Serve the Lord with 
Fear, rejoyce with trembling. Kiſs th 
Son, leſt be be angry, and ye periſh fr 


the Way, when bis Wrath is kindled bu Strit 


| » C92) 
# little: Bleſſed are all they that put 
their Truſt in him. 

Then thofe that have entred into the 
Sbeep-fold not by the Door, but climbed up 
ſome other Way, the ſame are Thieves 
and Robbers; and the Sheep neither 
know, nor hear their Voice, not follow 
them : And he that cannot evidence 
his Calling to be immediately from 
and by the Spirit of Chriſt, both by 
the Witneſs of the ſame Spirit in his 
own Breaſt, the Power, and Aurho- 
rity of the Speakings of God in him, 
and by the Seal of his Miniſtry, the 
Converfion, and Confirmation of 
Souls ; isnothing elſe but a Thief and 
a Robber, a Deceiver, and an Hire- 
ling, and never was ſent of God, but 
came of himſelf, and had no Miffion 
bur from the Devil, and Man. 

Then are all Licences, and Com- 
miſſions from Men to authorize 


4 others ro preach, and teach, vain, 
| corrupt, and abominable, and Men 


that pretend to derive their Power 
from theſe, are no lefs than Mini- 


4 ſters of Saran, and Fire-brands of 


Hell, and by their Fruits ye may know 
them : Theſe preach War and Blood, 
Strife and Debare, carnal things, 
nat 


Conf. 2. 
Joh. 16.1,2, 
3,6,10,11. 


Conf. 3- 


(32) 
not ſpititual, earthly; not:heavenly, 
and love the Wages of. Unrighteouſneſs, 
and periſh in the gainſaying :'of | Core. 
Therefore as Man can give no Power 
in the things of Chriſt, he ought nor 
to hinder any ; ler Men take heed le 

they be found Fighters againſt God, and 
leave his Cauſe to himſelf, - for what 
he ſets up muſt ſtand :; And if- any 
thing be not of him, it will fall of 
it ſelf; for that which. is crooked 


cannot be made ſtraight. 
Queries. 
I defire to know from whence the 
National. Miniſters have their 


Calling, or Ordination ? If from 
Man, who gave him -that Power, 
and wherein conſiſts it ? It from God, 
when, and how did they receive it, 
and wherein ſtands the Power of 
it? | 
Are. not they Thieves and Rob- 
bers, that ſteal and rob Chriſt of: his 
Honour"? And do not-thefe 1o; 
when they hold that being bred in 
an Acadery,. and. furniſhed with 
ſuch Arts and Learning as are taught. 
there, andto be ordained by Biſhops, 
— + > "0 Pres- 


. his Honour, what is it then ? 


(33) ; 


Presbyters, or Churches, is the true 
Calling, and Ordination of Mini- 
ers? If this.be._ not to rob God of 


_ Do: theſe, that call themſelves the Query 
Miniſters . of the Nation,” ſeek Au- <7 5" 
thority, Counſel, Counxenance, and 
ProteCtion: | from God. only f that 
ſends forth true Miniſters, and bids 
them. ot be | ag of theſe that can kill | 
the Body, and can wo ng more ;_ but of © © 
bim that can throw both Body and-Soul 
into Hell Fire.) or from Men and 
Magiſtrates &,;.;,......... : 

Why do theſe Men, if they be or- 
dained of God, and -ſent out in the 
Power of his Spirit, perfecute, con- 
demn, and ſcandalize others, for 
witneſſing that there is no other 
Calling but what is in the Power of 
that Spirit 2 When it is. certain , 
That no Man ſpeaking by the Spirir of * Cor. 12.3, 
God, calleth Feſus accurſed. 


Of the Wages and Maintenance of Mi- 


niſters. 


That the Miniſters of the Goſpel ; 
have alloned and allowed them a © 9%" 
E Main- 


(34) 

. Maintenance, by the Goſpel Order 
is evident. Ee oh 

Becaufe The Labourer 4s wortby - 


a. bis Hire, and the Lord hath ordained that 
7:8,9,14+ + they which Preach the Goſpel fhionld Live 


the Goſpel: And be that is taught* 
7 eels ſhould communicate to 'hi 
thet teacheth in-all, good things, Gal.'6, 
6 | ("31/8 : > : 


Poſit.2, But it is -as evident, that this 


Maintenance ariferh not from Tithes 
and Oblations, as ro the Levites un- 
derthe Fewifſh'Miniftry : Nor by the 


Power of .a compulſoty Law made 
by' a Common-wealth, or National 


Power, in giving or fedling a Nati- 
onal Maintenance : But from "the 
free Gift, md Contribution of choſe 
individoa! Perſons wrought upon 
by that Man's' Miniſtry, ro whom 
they are tO commnnicace their rem- 
poral things\ and. the Proportiorf 
. ſuch as God'ſhall move-cheir Spirits 
c0 beſtow. ; 
Becauſe the Fewifh Miniſtry is 
Argu. 1. now fulfilled, and ended, which was 
Hed. 414+ but: the Pattern of the Spiritual, and 
now we have no other High Prief 
bur Chrift ; ' and all his people being, 
Members of his myſtical Body, and 


Stones 


der 


( 35) 


Stones in his Spiritual Building, do-not 
pay Tithes in him who received them H*>7-5 15, 
of Abrahatn, in whoſe Loyns ( according © 


4 to the Fleſh) Aaron and his Sons were : 
1 And t y wb the Prieſt-bood bting 


changed, there is made of neceſſity a 
Cherige alſo of the Law. 

Secondly, our - Saviour's Com- Argu. 2. 
mand to his Diſciples when he ſent 


J them into th& World , was. not 


that they ' ſhould | have Lands, and 
Livings, Lordſhips and Domthion, 

| Tithes and Augritentations; but only 
Food and Rayment, and therewithall Mat.10.9,0 
they were ts be content. And they 
were to provide neither Gold nor Silver, 
wor Braſs in their Purſes, nor Scrip for 
"their 'Fourney, neither two Coats, nei- 
ther Shoes, nor. yet Staves ( for the Work- - 
man is worthy of bit Meat ) fo that 
they were to bargain or contract tor 
none, butonly toreceive that thank- 
fully of thofe whoſe® Hearts God 
ſtixxed-up ro give it freely. 

Thirdly, when our- Saviour was Argu. 2: 
aſcended; and the Spirit was deſcen- 
ded upon the Apoſtles and other Be- 
lievers, they did not force nor com- 
pel thoſe that were converted to give * 
them fo much or {0 mugh our of 

E 4 their 


(36) A 
their Eſtates, but thoſe- that freely 
At-4-34 would ſold them,end laid the Mony down 
353%:37- as their Feet, and then Diſtribution was 
made according as every Man had need ; 
and while their Goods were unſold, 
or not brought mmto the common 
Purſe, they might every one haye 


, A85:4 done with their own as they lifted, as 


the Apoſtle told Ananias and Sapphira; 
ſo that they witneſſed thar they had 
no. other Warrant to receive Wages 
by, but only what was freely given 
unto them. 

Fourthly, this Rule was not ſo 
tric neither, that a Miniſter of ne- 
ceſlity muſt receive it, or elſe offend 
againſt the Rule ; but ir was fo in- 
different that Paul did refuſe it in the 
Coaſts of Achaia, and ſaid, that none 
ſhould rob him of that boaſting in thoſe 
Quarters, and adds the Reaſons why 
2 Cor. 11.9, he did ſo, which was not that it was 
"02 121% mot-lawful for him to have taken whit 

they freely offered ( as it ſeems he did 
in ſome other Places ) bat that he 
might cut off Occaſion from thoſe which 
deſired Occaſion, that wherein they glori- 
' ed, they might be found even as be ; and 
that be might make the Goſpel of Chriſt 
without Charge; for the Neceſſity of 


preach- 


Argu. 4: 


3 Cor. g-I5 
I6, I7, iS, 


(37) 
preaching #t was laid upm him ( as it 
is upon all thoſe that are truly ſent ) 
and therefore whether he received 
any thing or nothing, a wo belong- 
ed unto him if be did not preach the 
Goſpel. 

If it be' objefted, that in thoſe 
Days the Magiſtates were Heathen, 
and ſotook no Care for thoſe that 
were Chriſtians; yet now in our Na- 
tion the Magiſtrates are Chriſtians, 
and therefore ought, and may make 
Laws, and y Furs Wages and Main- 
tenance for their Miniſters. 

I anſwer, if Suppoſitions were 
ApodiRical Proofs, then many 
would make ready Concluſions, and 
the way to Knowledge would be ve- 
ry facile; for it is eafie to ſuppoſe 
that all the Magiſtratesin a Common- 
wealch inferiour and ſuperiour are 
all Chriſtians, nay the whole Body 
of the Nation it ſelf, becauſe they 
have a National Worſhip, and are all 
promiſcuouſly called by that glori- 
ous Name ; bur there is a vaſt Ditfe- 
rence betwixt Names and Things be- 
ing fo, and being called ſo: Ir is 

one thing to ſuppoſe, and another 
to prove; and byr weak from the 
F De- 


Obj. r. 


Solution. 


Arg. 1. 


Rom. 2. 28, 


85. 


Argu. 2. 
Job. 18.35- 


Mat. 5.32. 


2 COT. 5. 7» 


(38) 
Denotation to argue 46 the- thing z 

as though Fudss might traly be con- 

c';1ded one of the trag Diſciples of 

Chriſt, becauſe he is called one' of the 

twelve. No ; . «ternal Forms do 

not demonſtratively prove the Verity 

of internal PrinCiples ; For he is not 

a Few that is one outwardly, neither is 

that Circumciſion that is ogtwanxd in the 

Fleſh :, But he. is @ Few: that is one in- 

wardly, and Circumciſion is that of the 

Heart, in the Spirit, and uot in the Let- 

ter, whoſe Praiſe is nat of Men, but of 
God. Therefore when the Suppoſiti- 

on 55 proved, then it may be anſwer- 
ed ; inthe, mean time tx \ſuppoſt;s, 
ſuppoſetio ſequitur. 

Again, if ſome of the Magiſtrates 
were truly Chriſtians, yet Chriffs 
Kingdaw being not of this Warld, bur a 
Spiricual one, they ought "not to in- 
termeddle with carnal Conſtitutions 
in his ſpiritual things, which he 
makes good by his'own Spirit, Wil- 
dom and Providence, and not by the 
Counſel or 1#i/dam of the Princes of this 
Warld, which comes to nought ; and his 
Servants are. tO wan. upon him by a 
ſimple believing,.,and to walk. by 
Faith; and not »y fight + Moreover, 1t 
they 


| 


(39). 
they were Believers, they mighe 
every one of them ia his ſingle Con- 
dition give to: him that taught him 
what Proportion of his own good 
things he had an Heart to beſtow, 
bur not to fer down a Law to judge 
over the Conſcience of- his Brother, 
becauſe theſe things ought ro be 
done out of a-Principle 'of Love, and 
not from the: Law of: an external 
Command. 


never” yer that” I could ſee proved, 
that they had Power to. ſettle a 
Maintenance for' the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel : And the contrary ro me 
appears an. undeniable Truth, and 
that from theſe Grounds, 

1. Becauſe the. Rule of Chriſt, 
and the Practice of his Apoſtles, 
were only for a free and voluntary 
Contribution from the free-will of. 
fering of thoſe whoſe' Spirits were 
wrought upon by that particular Mi. 
niſtry to. which they ſhould contri- 
bute : Now for Chriſtians to pretend 
to. have Power ro make a Law for 
the Maintenace of his Miniſtry, and 
the Good of his. Cauſe, and walk 
contrary ta the Rule of Chriſt him- 
E 4 ſelf, 


If they were all Chriſtians, ir was 2%. 3- 


Conſe a. 


Mat, 15.3, 


(49) 
ſelf, to me ſeems” ſtrange that it 
ſhould be accounted lawful. -. 

2. There is no Magiſtrate hath any 
Power to make a Law of thoſe 
things he perfe&ly underſtands not z 
for how can a right Judgment be gi- 
ven where the Intelle& is not clearly 
informed ? Now it nowhere appears 
that the Magiſtrates have the Spirit of 
diſcerning to: know - the Miniſters of 


Chriſt infallibly from the Miniſters 


of Satan; and! therefore - might af. 
ſoon maintain and advantage tht one 
as. the other. 

3- As was {aid before, it croflerh 
the Way of providential Confidence 
and ſimple believing, and waitivg 
upon God ;. and fo cannot be law- 
ful for them to do. 


Conſefaries. 


Therefore for a Magiſtracy, by a 
compulfory Law, to ſettle a Mainte- 
nance for a National Miniſtry by 
Tithes, Augmentations, or in any 
other Way, is to a againſt the Or- 
dinance of Chriſt, and to make the 
Commandments of God of none Effet by 
the Traditions of Men. And therefore 


they 


9, a. of —=> 3s i. «© 2 
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they ſhould learn to give unto, Ceſar Mate 22.21" 


the things that are Czſar's, and to God 
the things that "are God's. 


Then for Miniſters to be bred at cy; 2, 


the Academies, and ger Orders, Li- 
cences or Seals from humane Au- 
thority, thereby to get fat Benefices 

rich Livings, is to make the 
Miniſtry. a meer Trade, and to go 
contrary to the Command of Chriſt, 
and the Prattice of the Apoſtles. 
To make Bargains with the People 
to have ſo much, and ſo much, for 
exercilg their Miniſtry, is to 
preach for Pay and not for Chriſt : 
To preſs the Magiſtracy to provide 
for them, is to diſtruſt the Promiſe 
and Providence of God, and to flee 


to the Arm of Fleſh, and therefore 75 


they are doubly accurſed, both for 
making the Arm of Fleſh their Refuge, 


and withdrawing their Hearts awa 


from the living God ; Hear ye this, 1 Micah 3-5, 


pray you, ye Heads of the Houſe of fa- 
cob and Princes of the Houſe of Iſrael, 
that abhor Fudgment and pervert all 
Equity :: They build np Zion with Blood, 
and Teruſalem with Iniquity. The 
Heads thereof judge for Reward, and 
the Prieſts thereof teach for Hire, and the 

Pro- 


Mat, 6. 32 


Prophets thereof devine for Money : Yet 


will they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, Is 
»ot the Lord among us * No evil'can 


come upon us. And when the Mini- * 


ſters preach and cry out, if Tithes be 
taken away, and Augmentations 
ceaſe, and there be no Wages nor 
Maintenance allowed by Law, how 
ſhould we live 2 What fhall maintain 
our Families 2 Who will then preach 
the Goſpel 2 The People are hard- 
hearted, .and will give us little or 
nothing ; if no publick Mainte. 
nance , . no Goſpel. Are nor” all 
theſe the Complaints of an evil, 
adulterous, 'and unhelieving Generation, 
thar: preach Faith to others, even of 
things high' and ſpiritual, and yet 
ttzemſelves dare not truſt God for 
Food and Rayment * Do not the Hea- 
thew ſeek after all theſe things, and 
have you no more Faith than they 2. 

Then thoſe that are the true Mini- 
ters of Chriſt, know that the nece(- 
ſiry of preaching the Goſpel isaid 
upon them, and will preach in ſea- 
fon and out of Seaſon, whether they 
have any thing or nothing 3; nay 
will not, cannot in Conſcience. take 
any thing carnal from any Man, tg 
whom 
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whom they have not ſown ſpiricu- 
al ; and not that neither, but accor- 


{ding to the free-will offering of their 


Minds, ro whom they have mini- 


Queries. 


one of Chriſt's Miniſters, when 
Chriſt called thee, and ſent thee 
forth ( if ever he did ſo) make a 
Bargain with him what thou ſhouldſt 
have for thy Labour, without which 
thou wouldſt not do thy Work, or 
but negligently and with murmur- 
ing ? 

Did ever Chriſt reach thee to cla- 
mour and cry to the Magiſtrate to 
{ertle thee ſome Maintenance by a 
Law ? Or to exact it from the poor 


Spiritual Benefit from thy teaching. 
nor hath no Heart to give thee any 
but againſt his Will ? 

Canrſt thou ever make it appear to 
be a Duty incumbent upon the Ma- 
giſtrare to ſettle thee Wages by a 
Law, or it lawful for thee to take 

ut 2 


red Spiritual things; and in this , 
Point by their Fruits ye ſhall know them. 


Didſt thou, who calleſt thy ſelf Query r. 


Query 2. 


Labourer, whonever yet received a ' 


Query 3. 


Query 4 


Poſition. 


(44) 
it? If thou canſt, it is highitime to 
produce thy ſtrong Reaſons, leſt thy 
God Dagon fall to the Ground, and 
riſe no more ; and with the reſt of 
thy Brother Crafcſmen to ſhour high, 
leſt your Shrine-making be marr'd 
for ever. 

Will not thy Trade be as long- 
lived as the World, if Academies 
can give thee. Qualifications, Men 
an Ordination, and the Magiſtrates 
Maintenance 2? Bur Babel muſt fall. 


Concerning the Power of Magiſtrates in 
Spiritual: things. 


That the Magiſtrate hath Power, 
both coercive and punitive, againſt 
all evil, either in Words or Works, 
wherher it be againſt a private or a 
publick Intereſt, is manifeſt. 

Becauſe all Men, even as Men, 


Argum!. have this impreſſed in them by the 


coun 


Light of Nature, Principles ſuckt in 
by Education, or a Light from God 
upon their Spirits, That the End of 
being is its own Preſervation ; and 
as this is ingrafred in one, fo it is in 
all Individuals; and as they would 
not be willing that any other ay oe 

urt 


"_ 
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hurt or deſtroy their being, nor hin- 
der the meer Neceffaries of its Con- 
ſervation ; 1ſo it is contrary to natu- 

ral Juſtice and right Reaſon, to hurt 
or deſtroy the being of another, or 
to hinder them of meer Neceſlaries 
for their Conſervation. And all 
Laws were at firſt intended , and 
ſhould be exerciſed, to preſerve un- 
to every Numerical Perſon ( as far 
as poſlible ) theſe grand Privileges of 
Nature's univerſal Charter ; and 
therefore what Acts or Words ſoc- 
ver may tend to the obſtrufting or 
fruſtrating of this End, is inthe Ma- 
giſrtrate's Power to reſtrain and pu- 
niſh, And for this purpoſe the' A- 
poſtle beareth Witnels 


God, were a Law unto themſelves; 
which did ſhew the Work of the Law 
written in their Hearts, their Conſcience 
bearing Witneſs, and their Thoughts the 
mean while accuſing or elſe excuſing one 
another. . 


The Scriptures make this clear, Arg. 2. 
commanding every Soul to be ſubjet} om 13-7, 


unto the bigher Powers, becauſe there is 
no Power but of God. The Powers that 
be are ordained of God. And whoſoever 


rTe- 


53 that the Gen- Rom,2 4 
tiles who had no external Law given of 5 


[| 
Wil 
Fil 


x Pet.2.13, 


{ Tim. 21,2, 


Poſition. 


(4%) 
refifteth the Powers, veſiſteth the Ord;: 
nance of God, and. they that reſi ſhall 
receive to themſebves Damnation, And 
theſe are the Miniſters of God for the De- 
fence and Praiſe of: thoſe that do well, 
and for the Puniſhment of thoſe that do 
evil, for they bear not the Sword in vain. 
And therefore ' the Apoſtle cor- 
cludes, that the Chriſtians ſhould be 
ſabje& unto theſe Miniſters ( though 
Heathens ) nt only for Wrath, but al- 
ſo for Conſcience Sake; and for this Rea- 
ſon was Tribute to, be paid unto therh, 
becauſe they were the Miniſters of God 
attending upon that very thing cominnal- 
h:. And thus were all the Szints 


commanded to obey my Ordinante of 


Man for the Lord's Sake, whether of 
Kimgs. or obhers ; and that Prayers and 
Smpplications ſhould be made for Kings, 


and all that were in | Authority, that 


they might lead a qaiet and peaceable | 


Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 

Buf now the grand Scruple i, 
what Power the Magiſtrate hath in 
thoſe things that are called Spirirual : 


" And by things Spiritual, I under- 


ſtand thoſe rchings that the Apoſtles 


ated other Saints taught and praCtit- 


ed as Chriſtians 3 for as Men, they 
| wete 


-— 


I 
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were 1n their Words and AQons 
( as is proved - before ) under the 
Power-of the: Magiſtrate. And in 
Al” thoſe things that they- held , 

cog or or praftiſed, I find evidently 

1. They never required 
any thing of the - > mm ( as 
they were © Chriſtians) t only Li- 
berty-ro Tpeak out the things that 
Chrift had manifeſted unto them ; 
and quiecly to meet rogether ro 
break Bread, pray, baprize, edifee, 
or communicate to the Wants of one 
atorher. 2. Nothing thac they 
ſpoke or did ( as Chriftians) was 
ay way mjurious, contraty, hurt- 
ful, -or obſtruQive to the Civil Laws, 
either of the Jews or Gentiles. 


I never read, tharthey deſired of Arg. r, 


the Magiſtrate, Honour of Riches, 
Lordfſhips or Dominions, nor to be 
called Do&ors, Maſters, Rabbies ; 
or tO have the. Preheminence and 
chief Sears ' one above another, as 
ours now adays, thar call thenifeives 
Chriſtians, muſt have a Law: to 
make ' chem Maſters, Doors, and 
Batchelors of Divinity ( as they- are 
pleated vainly 'to ſtile thetn } and 
chat nor had but with a- vaſe Ex- 
Pence 


[| : (43) 
| pence to the Common-wealh ( in 
allowing ſuch large Revenues of 

Lands and Tithes tro maintain an 

Hive of Drones, Waſps and'Hornets 

| in their Monkiſh Cells ).. which 

| might be better imployed for ena; 


them for civil Imployments, and nor 
ro paint up a Bladder-blown Clergy 
( another falſe Title they have afſlum- 
ed co themſelves) with ſuch idle 
Terms and vain Epithires.; Ir 1s 
rrue, that the Diſciples: being ..but 
earthly and carnal, had much ado 
among themſelves, who ſbould' be 
| greateſ? ; but our Saviour tells them, 
ih That the Kings or Rulers of the Nations 
24,25,25, did bear Rule over their People, - and 
27,25. * werecalled gracious Lords, but it ſhould 
not be ſo among them, but he that would 
be preateſs ſhould become leaſt, and he 
that would be Maſter, ſhould become as 
a Servant. And Zebedee's Children (be- 
ing of the ſame carnal Principke with 
the reſt) could deſire to ſit, the one at 
hu right hand, and the other at his-l 
in his Kingdom ; but he told; them, 
Mark 12.38, they knew not what they asked. And 
39. the Scribes and Phariſces loved zhe 


uppermoſt Seats in the Synagogues, and 
at 


bling Men in Arts and Sciences to fit - 


( 49.) 


at Feaſts, and Greetings in the Market- 
place, and to be called of Men Rabbi, 
Rabbi, but the Diſciples were for- 
bidden theſe things. 

I nevex read, that the poor Diſci- 
ples, or any other Saints deſired of 


| the Magiſtates Tithesor Augmentati- 


ons,Money or Maintenances for their 
Pains taken aboutthe things of Chrilt. 
They defired not of the Magiſtrates 
any Authority, Licenſes, Commiſſions 
or Orders for their preaching the 
Meſſage that God had pur into their 
Mouths. But now our Sons of Belial 
will ffrike their Fleſh-hook with three 
Teeth into the Pan and Caldron, and if 
the People will not give them of the Sa- 
erifices they will as it by Force, and fo 
wage Law againſt the poor People ; 
but the Judgment of E!:'s Sons is ha- 
ſtening upon them, andif they make 
not a great Uproar and Noifc, their 
great Diana falls for ever. 

I never read that the Diſciples or 
Chriſtians in their Days did detire the 
Magiſtrate to puniſh, kill, accuſe,con- 
demn or impriſon any that received 
not their Doctrine ;no,they were bur 
to ſhake off the Duſt of their Feet as a Wit- 
ne/s againſt them. Nor did they defire 

F [0 


Argu. 2. 


Argu. 3 


Mar. 6.11 


1Cor.$.4,5- 


Argu. 4- 


Aﬀt.c.35,39. 


Argu. 1. 


Aft, Ic. Y<, 
and 2:. 25. 
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for if that Counſel or Work were of Men, 


(59) 
to have the Magiſtrate to puniſh any 
that fell away from their DoQrine in- 
to other Opinions, though never ſo] # 
groſs; but all thatthey did was by af 
Spirirnal Power to deliverthem to Sa-Jj *# 
tan, and that alſo for this End, even for |} 2 
the Deſtruttion of the Fleſh, that the Spi= || Se: 
rit might be ſaved in the Day of the 94 
Lord Feſus> Pa 

All chat 1 find that they declared thef Se: 
Magiſtraze had no Power to hinder} «/t 
chem of, was the ſpeaking the things] # # 
of God, wherein they were bound rof Cul 
obey God rather than Men ; and inf Pot 
this Caſe the Counſel of Gamaliel was #be: 
both true and precious,7hat they ſhould} 484 
abſtain from theſe Men, and let them alone ; bad 


it ould come to nought : But if it wereo Dif 
God, it cannot be overthrown, and ſo inany 
oppoſing of ir, Men may be foundj'0 [ 
Fighters againſt the Holy Ghoſr. | 

2. Neither did chey a& or ſpeak (as | 46%; 
Chriſtians) any thing that was deſtru- Ctic, 
Rive,or any way hurtful ro the Pow- ſtir 
er of the Civil Magiſtrate. For thoſefa: 
they were accuſed of divers Evils and $19 fa 
Miſdemeanors, as of being Enemies rofE1v1l 
C/ar, the Temple,and Laws, perverting Fully 
© the People, for [peaking blaſphemous 


Vords 


(51) 
Wards again? the Place of the Fewifh/{or- 
ſip. agarrſs the Law go trouble the Cities, = IG. 20, 
$0 teack Cuſtoms not lawf! {or them to 
erve that were Romens, and that they 
turned the World upſide down ;, that. they 
were Seducers, Hereticks, and that. their 
Se& ( as they were pleaſed to call it ) 
4s [paken againſt everywhere ;and that 
Paul was a peſtilent Fellow, a Moves of 
Sedition among ft all: the Fews throughout 3 
all the World,and a Ring-lcader of the Sed? 
of the Nazarens.Y et Were, all theſe AC- 
cuſations falſe and forged, and- could ** + 5: 
not be proved againſt them: For nei- 
ther againſt the Law of the Fews,neither *** 255 
againſt the Temple,nor yet. againſt Cziar, 
bad they offended any thing at all, _ 

Nay, they were 1o far from bemg - 
Difturbers of the Peace,or injurious ro Argus. 2. 
any Man,that their yery Doctrine was 
to have, as much as in them laid, Peace 
with all Men, and not to /uffer ſor evil m2 ets. 
doing, but ell : And it was:thcir Pra- 7 Feta 3.14, 
Cice,that being reviles,tbey did ble(s,and T” 
beivg perſecuted twey did ſuffer, and being 1Cor.4.12, 
defamed they did intreat. Nay,they were '? 

9 far from doing evil,or appoling the 
ivil Power, that Pauibeing wrong- 
ully accuſed by the Jews, had fuch 

C2 Con- 


Acts 17, 5. 


, Confidence even in the Juſtice of the 


AQ.25.19,n. 


Poſt10n 3. 


be appealed unto Ceſar. But it is not ſo 


without Maintenance from the Magi- 


another : Which is manifeſt from 


(52) 
Heatheniſh Magiſtrate, and his own 
Innocency, with God's Aſliſtance,thar 


with thoſe thar_ pretend to be Saints 
now ; for they will not be content 


ſtrate, or elſe chey will refiſt and op- 
poſe. 
The Civil Magiſtrate hath not any 
poſitive Power to puniſh any Man,or 
reſtrain any,for theirLight Judgment, 
Confſcience;Opinion,orWay of Wor- 
ſhip,if ſo be they a or ſpeak nothing 
thar js deſtrattive or deſtruCttive to 
rhe Civil Power, or tending to the 
Breach of the Peace,or to injure one 


theſe Grounds. 

Nothing ought to be reſtrained, 
condemned, or puniſhed by the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate, in Relation ro Judg- 
ment and Opinion,but as itis certain- 
ly and infallibly known to be errone- 
ous, falle, uhemous or heretical; 
nor any thing reſtrained or puniſhed 
inreſpe&t of Worſhip,but whar is in- 
fallibly known to be idolatrous, ſu- 
perſtitions.and contrary tot he Mind 
of God. But it is maniteſt,that Man, 
as 


(53) 


as he natural, knoweth not theſe things, * 09-214 
but they are Fooliſhneſs unto bim, neither 

can he diſcern them; for Men are altoge- Plal-14-2, 3. 
ther gone out of the way, and there is none 
of them that underſtands theſe things, no 
mot one. And then ſhall Man be a Judge 
of what he knows nor, and give Sen-- 
tence where he underſtands not at 
all? Andif it be thought that Maſti- 
ſtrates are to judge and punith theſe 
things as they are Chriſtians, becauſe 
it is 1aid, that the Saints ſhall judge the 
World. t.It cannot beproved thatthey 
are Chriſtians becauſe they are called 
ſo, nor that they are Saints becauſe 
they think and call themſelves ſo; for, 
not he whom Man approveth,but he whom 4 R 
God approveth « juſtified. 2. And tho "OO 
it be truethat the Saints do and ſhall 

Judge the World, yer itis not by uſing - 

any of the Civil Power or Authority 

of the World ;for Chrif”s Kingdom,of 

which they are Members,is not of rhjs web "4 
World:And thusPaul did not judge thrſe 

things that were without;and the Saints 

judging of the World was in ſpiritual 
Power,by a declarative witnetling a- 

gainſt all Unrighteouſneſs of Men, 

bur no uſirg of the civil Sword ; for 


r Cor. 6. 2. 


| theirYearons were nat carnal but fpiri- 


- ual, 


(54) 
tual. And therefore the Magiſtrate is 
nor the competent Judge of theſe 
things, and therefore hath no Power 
bar what is negative, and ſo oughr 

 _ nottoforbid them. 
$4. 2- Batthothe Magiſtrate had the Spi- 
rit-of diſcerning, wichout Error or 
Miſtake, of whac was true or falſe, 
Lighr.or Darkneſs, both in Relation 
ro Opinion and/ourward Worthip,yer 
nor the Right and Judgmenc of 
_ . theſe things given or granted unto 
him,cho he beas a God upon Earth; 
bat'ir-is the great and high Privilege 
Xom. 1.26, bd Prerogative of Feſus Chrift, by 
and 2.156. Whons God willjudpe the World, according 
toPau!'s Goſpel,and the very Gentiles 
for walking contrary to their own 
Light were judged of God,and notby 
Joh. 5.22. Men, and of him given up unto wile 
Aﬀettions.as ajuſt Puniſhment for fin- 
* T7 #5 ning againſt Light; and therefore the | 
Mat. 28.18. Ferber hath committed all Fudgment un- 
Plal.59-6- to the Son,and he it is that isappointed 
Fuilpe of quick and dead;for all P wer is 
given bim bcthinHeaven and Eartb;forie 
is Ged himſelf in theſe Caſes, and nor 
Man, that isand will be Jug 
#194. 3. "Again,what Tares ſocver 


e 
| the envi- 
25 Mats b uh: ſon in the Field of the 

| World 
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Warld, of Lyes, Falfities, Errors, Blat- 

ies, Hereſies, idolatrous and 1u- 
perſticious Worſhips, are not tO be 
weeded forth by every Servant, nor 
by che Magiſtrate, /e# they pluck up the 


Mat. 13.24, 


Wheat alſo,put both muſt be let atone un- $2527» 


til the Harveſt,and then the Lord will 
ſend Meflengers that ſhall make a Se- 
paration : Therefore the Magiſtrate 
ought not to meddle with the pluck- 
ing out of theTares of Errors, Here- 
lies and falſe Worſhips; for thereby 
uſually the Wheat is placke up, and 
the Tares left ; for the Saints of God 
have always been perſecuted and 
flain under the Pretence of rooting 
forth Errors, and deſtroying falfe 
Ways of Worſhip,and under Colour 
of doing God goed Service: For it is evi- 
dent that lince the Magiltrares have 
aſlumed to themſelves the Title of 


{ Chriſtians and pretended Power,nay 


alſo Will,and Skill of promoting the 
Cauſe of Chriſt;of ſerting up Forms, 
Profeſſions,and making Creeds,Con- 
tellions. and Articles of Religion by 
the Power of Civil Authority; as alſo 
to eradicate Errors, Herelies and falſe 
Wortſhips, Antichrit hath by char 
means hadhisGrowth&lncreaſe;apo- 

F 4 ſtaſie 


Argu.q- 


LCor.11.19. 


| Mat. 1&7. 


Arg. 5+ 
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ſtafie hath entted and prevailedTruth; 
(almoſt) in all Ages hath been ſtifled 
and ſuppreſſed, and the Saints perſe- 
cured and butchered,as is roo evident 
in Martyrology and Church Hiſtory. 
And this is all the Advantage that the 
Truth of Chriſt ever gained, or can 
have from the Authority of Men and 
the Power of the World. 

Alfo the Record of Truth doth wit- 
neſs that God- in his unſearchable 
Wiſdom and Providence. hath decre- 
ed,that Hereſies muſt come,that thoſe that 
are approved among ſt. his Saint may be 
made manifeſt,and that it is of Neceſſity 
that Offences muſt come, tho there be a 
Wo to thoſe by whom they do come. And 
therefore the Power of Man or Ma- 
giſtrates cannot fruſtratethe Purpoſe 
of God,but while they labour to do 
what belongs notunto them,they be- 
come Fighters againſt God, and ſo are 
given up to Blindneſs, and becauſe 
they believed not the Truth, are given 
to believe Lies. 

Moreover this Power hath been al- 
ſumed by Men and Magiſtrates from 
no better a Ground than the rotten 
Foundation of Infidelity and Pride ; 
out of Infidelity, in fearing and di- 

(truſting 


| 


— 
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{truſting that God was nor powerful 

and wiſe enough of himſelf in his 

own ſpiritual Strength to carry on 

and accompliſh his own Work with- 

out the Wiſdom and Power of ſinful, 

weak and vain Man,whoſe Breath is in 2*45-34- 
bis Noſtrils, and his Help vain: When 

the kingdom and Cauſe of God is 

builce only upon himſelf,that everlaſt- 

ing Rock of hnmerd Chriſt is that 1%, 415 


| Stone,tho refuſed of Men,is choſen of God, 


and precious,and is become the chief in the 
Corner :Even that Stone coming out of the 
Rock without Hands,and jay Fon in pie- 
ces all the Images of Bra(s, Iron or Cla s 
that ever =, "i hn 4 Man nels PID 
or ſet up. And it proceeds out of Pride, 
Man vainly thinking in his Wiſdom 
and Power to make theWork of God 
more <«þffeEtual than the Lord hath 
determined, and by the Rod of Fear 
and Terror to drive more into Hea- 
ven,than ever God hath decreed thall 
come there,or to force them in ſoon- 
er than his appointed Time, or by a 
Door that he never opened ;not con- 
dering that the Weakneſs of God is 1 Cor. 1.25, 
ftronger than the Strength of Men, and 
chat no Man can come nor be driven Joh. 6.44- 
unto Chriſt except the Father draw him. 

Laſtly, 


Argu.6. 


Ezek.18.31, 
& 11. I 9s 


P —, 
Ovject, I . 
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Laſtly,the Magiſtrate pretending to 
be Judge of che Confciences of Men, 
doth uſurp the Place of God;for God 
himſelf will immediatelyraign there, 
and none can perſuade nor change a 
Heart but God only ; for it is he that 
takes away ſtony Hearts,and gives Hearts 
of Fleſh,takes away the old and givgs new 
ones,and no Creaturely Power is able 
to doit. And alfo thereby many are 
forced to become Hypocrites,and to 
Gn againſt the Light of their own 
Conlſcience,or elſe ro undergo Loſs of 
Goods or Liberty, bodily Hurr, or 
Death, which is cruel and tyrannical, 
nay even againſt the Law of Nature; 
for who would defire tobe compell'd 
againft the Light of his own Conſci- 
ence? And therefore how unjuſt is it 
to compel anothers? This may make 
a Mana Proſelyte,to fay and profeſs 
with his Mouth, that which 1s con» 
trary tO the Intent and Belief of his 
Heart, and ſo to be twofold more the 
Child of Perdition than formerly. 

Some object, that the Jewtſh Ma- 
gtfirates had Power to punith Idola- 
try and Blaſphemy ; ard why have 
not the Magittrates amang the Chri- 
ſtians the like Power ? 

. Be- 
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r. Recanſe we are noe under the Solution. 


ſame Adminiſtration, nor are thew 
Laws obligatory to us ; for the Prieſt- 
booed being changed, there 1s mauc of ne- 
ceſſty a Chanpe als of the Law. 

2. Becaule we have not the ſame 
Means to inſtru& and direct us in gi- 
ving Judgment in ſuch abſrruſe and 
deep Marrers;for they had extraordi- 
naryDireCction by theUrim andTihum- 
mim, and by their Prophets, both of 
which we want ; we have none that 
can make Fire come down from Hea- 
ven as Elijah did to confound Baals 
Prophers withal;and therefore where 
there are nor like Premiſles, there 
cannot be like Concluſions. 

Orhers obje&t,that there is a Power 


| that the Diſciples had and exerciſcd, 


! ro cenſure and deliver to Saran,as in 


Heb. 7.1 


CO) bje &> 


Caſe of Inceſt ; and of Hymenexs and 


Philetus denying the ReſurreCtion ; 
and the Angel of the Church in Thyatira 
is threatned, becauſe he had ſuffered Je- 
2abel to teach and ſeduce the Servants of 
God,and therefore thatthere remains 
a coercive and punitive Power, if 
not in theMaziſtrares, at leaſr in the 
Miniſcers and Churches, and there- 
fore it is lawful to exerciſe that. 


2, 


w 
— 


Rev. 2.20. 
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Solution. 1. Tt is true, that the Apoſtles and 
primitive Churches had by their Di- 
reftions a Power to retain Sins,and to 
deliver to Satan; but this was nor an 
external Power of Man or the Sword, 
but was ſpiritual, and ſtood in the 
Power of Chriſt;for the Apoſtle faith, 

rCer, 5.4,5. In the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
when ye are gathered together and my Syi- 
rit, with the Power of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,to deliver ſuch an one to Satan for 
the Deſtrution of the Fleſh,that the Spi- 
rit may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord 
Feſus. Now this was done in the Pow- 
er Chriſt, and ſo asno Church now 
can ſhew the like, tho they ſeem ro 
imitate 1t, 

2.This was not done by inflicting a- 
ny external Puniſhment upon him, 


_ burthat the reſt of the Saints were to ' 


forbear ſuch an ones Company,ever 


: Cor.z.11- to eat with him, and conſiſted nor in_ | 


ſome violent thruſting out ſuch an 

one from their Houſes or Company, 

but in withdrawing themſelvesaway 

from him; for the Apoſtle warns and 
commands the believing Teſlalonians 

2 Theſ. 3-6, in the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
> that they ſhould withdraw themſelves from 
* every Brother that walketh dijerderly,and 


Y 


am _ Aa wv. = > = 5D 
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if any did not obey bis Word im that Epi- 
ftle,they ſhould note ſnch an one,and have 
no Company with him,that he might be 
aſhamed. 

3- For that of the Angel of the 
Church in 7hyatira,ir containsa very 
high and great Myſtery, more than 
Man'sWit can conceive by the Letter; 
yet it is Clear that they ſhould nor 
have ſuffered her ; but what was it 
they ſhould have reſtrained or reſiſted 
her wichal?Not with carnal Weapons 

for theSaints wear not ſuch)but with 
piritual, which were mighty and 
powerful in Chriſt. 

2. Thoſe rebuked there were ſuch 


as bad her De&rine, and thoſe threat- mr E 
ned were ſuch as had committed For- * 


nication with her, and therefore by 


{ ſuffering her,was to have imbraced her 


DoCtrine; but thoſe that had #t not,ner 
bad known the Depths of Satan, they 
were not reproved or threatned at all, 
bur exhorted only to hold faſt until 
Chriſt ſhould come. 


Conſettaries. 


There 1s nothing in the Golpel ei- 
ther in Doctrine of Practice, that is 
de 


Conf. 2. 


Conf. 3+ 
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deftraQiFe or deftrudive to the Civil 
Powes,nor any way hurtful or inj 
rious unta Men. And therefore whar- 
ſoever Do&rine or PraCtice is deſtru- 
Etive. ro Magiſtracy, or tends to 
break the Peace or injure any Man, 
the ſame hath no Groundin the Go- 
ſpel, and is an Evil that the Magiſtrate 
hath Power to reſtrain and punith. 

Alirthe Liberty that Chriſtians have, 
or can claim of or from the Magi- 
ſtratc,isonly negarive and permiſſive, 
that they ſhould not forbid and hin 
der them to declare the things that 
God hath revealed in them,and com- 
manded rhem to utter; nor prohibire 
them the Way of their Worſhip and 
ſerving of God. 

TheMagiſtrate hath an unqueſtion- 
able Power to reſtrain and puniſh e- 
very Ward and Action of Man that 
rends to the Diſturbance of the Civil 


Stare,or to the Prejudice of others ; | 


andis bound to uphold nothing of 
Chriſtian Religion, either with the 
Sword,or withMony orMaintenarce; 
and therefore thote that require Pay 
from the Stare ro uphold their Keli- 
gion,ought in thar Point fofar to be 
reſtrained,as-to be denicd ir,and none 
alowed them. Then 


—__ — 


| Heaven than the Father hath deter- 


(63) 

Then wharſoever a Man's Opinion Con/. 4. 
or Way of Worſhip be (if he hve 
peaceably amongſt Men both in 
Word and Work.and faithfully and 
obediently rowards the Civil Power) 
the Magiftrate ought (without Re- 
ſpe to his Judgment or Way of 
Worſtip)to proteR and defend him, 
and nor at all | to intermeddle with 
him in Regard of either. 

Queries. 

If the Magiftrare(not havingInfak g,,,, ,\ 
fallibiliry of Judgment ) do by Law 
eſtabliſh one or more Forms of Reli- 

100, and compel Men ro comform 
thereunto, may not one Or all thoſe 
be idolatrous and erroneous ? And 
ſome way not allowed by Law, be 
the only Way of Truth in Chrift ? 

Can a Magiſtrate drive more into Query 2. 


mined to draw thirher? Or can he be 


| wiſer than the Spirit of Chrift ro 


reach and dire&t Men the Way to 
eternal Life ? 

Doth any Form of Religion vecel- ,, _ 
farily entail the Grace of God upon Qrery 3, 
chote thar walk in it? Or can any 
Form keep oucthe Spirit and Grace 
of God when it wilt enter ? 

Doth 


Repueſt?. 
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Query 4 Doth any Power of the Magiſtrate 


really and truly change the Hearr,tho 
it make the Tongue confeſs,and the 
Perſon in external Worſhip conform 
to the Form and Religion eſtabliſhed? 

Is it not againſt the Law of Nature, 


" and the Light imprinted in us, rodo 


that to another we would nor have 
done toour ſelves; to compel another, 
when we would not be compelled ? 

If any one out of Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, Lowlineſs of Mind, or 
Love of the Truth, defire further Sa- 
tisfaCtion in the Particulars handled 
herein,lI ſhall be willing (as far as the 
Lord in Mercy ſhall inable me) either 
by Conference or otherwiſe to give 
them what Content and Afliſtance 
lies in my Power. 

If any one be unſatisfied with the 
Truchs herein contained, and judge 
them unſound or erroneous, and 10 
have a Deſire to confute them, or ar- 
gue againſt them:I only intrear them 
plainly and fully ro make it manifeſt . 
out of whatPrinciple they ſpeak, whe- 
ther from theSpirit of Truch,or from 
theGround of humane Learning and 
Reaſon;zand according to thePrelence 
ofthe Lord with me they ſhall receive 
a Reſponſion, FINIS. 


